
Page 02

Page 02

ZARTONK JOURNAL POLITIQUE ARMÉNIEN زارتــونك جريــــــدة سيــــــاســــــية أرمنــــــية

Article Diaspora News Arts & Society

I Have The Right To Die In The 
Country I Was Born In: Hrant Dink

Cem Ozdemir Addresses Hundreds 
in Toronto Marking 10th Anniversary 
of Dink Assassination

‘The Other Side of Home’ Screens 
in New York Preceding Oscar 
Nomination Vote

PG
03

PG
05

PG
07

News from Armenia and Artsakh

News from the World

Volume #79   Number 33/ English 2     Issue (21,773)November 7 - November 13, 2016

Armenia and EU To Sign Framework 
Agreement In 2017Yerevan, Artsakh Discuss 

Developing Ties

Gladys Berejiklian is Premier of New South Wales

You may also choose to read ZARTONK 
on the net by visiting:
www.zartonkdaily.com

Reports and Advertisements could be sent 
to us by contacting:

Email: zartonkadl@gmail.com
P.O.Box: 11-617 & 175-348 Beirut-

Lebanon
Tel/Fax: +961 1 444225

Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia, Ambassador Piotr Switalski stated today that there are all preconditions for 
signing the Armenia-EU Framework Agreement within the next few months.
“I cannot name a concrete date, but given the dynamic progress in negotiations at the moment, I can say that the 
agreement will be finalized in 2017,” the EU Ambassador told the press.
Piotr Switalski stressed that the talks were moving forward quite quickly, but “there are open issues that need time 
to be solved”.
“These issues are connected not only to Armenia’s membership in the EAEU, but also to certain changes in the EU’s 
investment protection policy,” the Ambassador said.
Touching on this year’s program, Piotr Switalski pointed out five priorities that Armenia will implement with support 
from the EU.
“We will contribute to good organization of the election process, improvement of business environment, fight against 
corruption, and improvement in human rights and judicial sectors,” said Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia.

Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) Republic President Pago Sahagian 
on January 19 received Yerevan Mayor Daron Markarian and 
discussed cooperation between the city and Artsakh state.
Sahagian during the meeting noted that cooperation with 
Yerevan would not only provide the opportunity to solve 
various socioeconomic issues, but create friendly ties. “We 
highly appreciate the sincere interest and readiness of the 
Yerevan administration to develop and deepen relations 
with Stepanakert and Artsakh. It is a bright manifestation of 
patriotism and high civil stance,” underlined Sahagian.
Yerevan officials were given awards by Sahagian for their efforts 
in realizing developmental projects throughout Artsakh.
Primate of the Artsakh Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church Archbishop Barkev Mardirosian, Artsakh Prime Minister 
Arayig Haroutyunian, Chairperson of Artsakh’s National 
Assembly Ashot Ghoulian, and other officials took part in the 
meeting.

Gladys Berejiklian became the 45th Premier of 
Australia’s New South Wales after being unanimously 
voted for on January 23, Radio Australia reports.
The 46-year-old was sworn in as 45th Premier of NSW 
after being elected unopposed as Liberal leader in an 
early morning meeting, replacing Mike Baird.
The meeting lasted 10 minutes and also saw Finance 
Minister Dominic Perrottet voted in as deputy party 
leader.
In her first press conference as leader, Ms Berejiklian 
praised her parliamentary colleagues for putting their 
trust in her.
“I thank them for determining, based on my performance, 
that I am best for the job and I am so excited that 
the party has come together united in support of my 

Premiership,” she said, as quoted by Radio Australia.
“I want everyone in NSW to feel that they can do what 
I’ve done, that there’s no challenge too big and that 
our state has those opportunities,” she told the Sydney 
radio station.
“I was actually born in Sydney but my parents were newly 
arrived immigrants, so we spoke Armenian at home, and 
when I started school I couldn’t speak a word of English.
“I remember my mother saying to me: ‘Glad, even if 
you’re not quite sure what the teacher’s asking you, put 
your hand up and have a go’… I just remember that like 
nothing else and that’s kind of kept me going for all my 
life.”
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On January 27, employees and guests of the RA Ministry 
of Diaspora, under the leadership of Minister Hranush 
Hagopian, visited Yerablur Military Pantheon where they 
laid flowers near the tombs of the freedom fighters who 
had sacrificed their lives during the Nagorno-Karabakh 
war.

Afterwards, the Ministry of Diaspora hosted a grand 
event dedicated to Armenian Army Day with repatriate 
freedom fighters, current Diaspora Armenian 
servicemen, state officials, as well as representatives 
of the offices of pan-Armenian organizations in Yerevan 
and the non-governmental organizations dealing with 
the issues aimed at supporting Syrian-Armenians in 
Armenia.
In her welcoming remarks, RA Minister of Diaspora 
Hranush Hagopian stated the following: “Today is a day 
of celebration in Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora. I 
warmly and cordially congratulate all of us on this great 
day of victory, on the 25th anniversary of the Armenian 
Army, and I assure you that we Armenians will always 
win. Most of us here today remember how the Armenian 
Army was formed. Glory and honor to all those who fell 
so that we could live and shape our two independent 
states, that is, Armenia and Artsakh. Today, Armenia 
takes pride in its Diaspora. The Diaspora stood by the 
side of Armenia during the days of the war in Artsakh. 
When Armenia declared its independence, many 
Diaspora Armenians came and fought in Artsakh. No 
matter where they may be, the hearts of our compatriots 
are in the Homeland. Congratulations, Armenian Army!”
Afterwards, Minister Hranush Hagopian awarded 

Armenia Artsakh Fund Sent $22 Million 
of Aid in 2016

Gladys Berejiklian is Premier of New South Wales

They Made Me Target Again – Garo Paylan

No Matter Where 
They May be, The 
Hearts of Our 
Compatriots Are 
in The Homeland. 
Hranush Hagopian

Armenia Artsakh Fund delivered over $22 million of 
humanitarian assistance to Armenia and Artsakh from 
December 1, 2015 to December 31, 2016, “Asbarez” 
reports.
The AAF itself collected $16 million of medicines and 
other supplies donated by several charities, including 
AmeriCares ($8.4 million), Direct Relief International 
($5.5 million), Catholic Medical Mission Board 
($875,000), Health Partners International of Canada 
($818,000), MAP International ($606,000), Fawn Grove 
Compassion Center ($543,000), and Feed the Children 
Fund ($351,000).
Other organizations which contributed valuable goods 
during this period were: Prime Healthcare ($777,000), 
Armenian American Medical Association of Boston 
($717,000), Project Agape ($586,000), Society for 
Orphaned Armenian Relief ($552,000), Armenian 
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Christian Mission of Australia ($288,000), Armenian 
EyeCare Project ($280,000), Armenian Ministries of UK 
($262,000), Dr. George Katcherian ($255,000), Focus 
on Children Now ($201,000), Armenian Missionary 
Association of America ($188,000), Armenian 
Lighthouse Charitable Foundation ($150,000), and 
SemraPlus Foundation of Switzerland ($128,000).
Also contributing major supplies were: Friends of 
Armenia ($84,000), DK Publishing Co. ($43,400), Bay 
Area Friends of Armenia ($17,000), Knights of Vartan 
($15,000), Tufenkian Foundation ($9,000), and Dr. 
Albert Phillips ($5,000).
Since December 1, 2015, AAF delivered to Armenia and 
Artsakh a total of $22 million worth of humanitarian aid 
on board 29 air shipments and 43 sea containers.
In the past 27 years, including its shipments under its 
predecessor, the United Armenian Fund, the AAF has 
delivered to Armenia and Artsakh a grand total of $741 
million worth of relief supplies on board 158 airlifts and 
2,333 sea containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is regularly offered millions 
of dollars worth of life-saving medicines and medical 
supplies. We would welcome your generous donations to 
be able to continue delivering this valuable assistance 
to all medical centers in Armenia and Artsakh,” Harut 
Sassounian, the President of AAF stated.
For more information, contact the AAF office at 117 
South Louise Street, Suite 315, Glendale, CA 91205 or 
call (818) 241-8900. Email: sassoun@pacbell.net.

Vache Kahramanian from the Sydney-based Armenian 
National committee of Australia said it is a wonderful 
day for all the community.

In an interview with Tert.am, Garo Paylan, an Armenian 
member of the Turkish parliament who was temporarily 
banned from sessions over recent remarks, shared his 
comments on the scandal surrounding his personality, 
justifying his position on the Armenian Genocide.
Paylan said that the scandal rose after he said, at the 
debate over constitutional reforms, that the Turkish 
authorities annihilated four nations – Armenians, 
Greeks, Assyrians and Jews – in the early 20th century.
“What I said to them was that we made up 40% of the 
population then – instead of the 0.9% now. I referred to 
those events as ‘genocide’ and said ‘you can use any 
wording you like’.”
Paylan, who represents the pro-Kurdish Democratic 
Party in the Majilis, was suspended from three sessions 
after the controversial speech. His statements were 
later removed from the sessions’ protocols.
“Sadly enough, they made me a target again. I am in 
danger. But everybody else is in danger in Turkey,” he 
said, expressing concerns over deeper anti-nationalist 
sentiments in the wake of the constitutional referendum.
The proposed amendments, if adopted, will doom 
dissidents to silence, establishing a fascist regime in 
the country, the lawmaker noted.
He added that the Armenians in Turkey and he personally 

“Gladys Berejiklian, [who] is the daughter of migrants 
who came to Australia with limited English and survivors 
of the Armenian genocide, today has reached the highest 
office in our state of NSW and this is a monumental and 
proud achievement for our community and also a proud 
day for NSW as well”, Radio Australia reported.

are concerned about the community’s future. “My 
concern is not limited only to the Armenian community; I 
am concerned also about the other religious minorities.”
Paylan said he was suspended after nationalists’ 
threats to vote down the constitutional reforms if he 
wasn’t punished. “It wasn’t normal,” he added.
But despite the dominating attitudes, Paylan says he 
has supporters among the democrats, as well as the 
Armenians in the country.
Paylan added that he is committed to work in the same 
way in parliament after facing the sanctions. “After the 
assassination of Hrant Dink, people are afraid to use 
‘genocide’. So what we now need is a new generation 
which will have the brevity to speak about genocide in 
parliament, and through the media – newspapers and 
television,” he said. Page 06
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This chapter is from Tatul Hakobyan’s book – ARMENIANS and 
TURKS
“I am honest and hardworking, but I am not a Turk”
On January 19, 2007, Hrant Dink was gunned down and 
murdered outside the offices of Agos in Istanbul. Two days later, at 
the Holy Cathedral of Etchmiadzin and in all Armenian churches 
in Armenia and throughout the world, a special requiem for the 
repose of souls was celebrated in his memory.
Two days before he was killed, Dink granted an interview to Ellen 
Rudnitsky and Mirko Schwanitz of the International Organisation 
of Journalists. It was the last to be granted by the 53-year-old 
founder and editor of the Agos weekly.
Below is the interview as published by the RIA Novosti news 
agency on January 25, 2007.
-Mr. Dink, you speak up in your weekly Agos not only for the 
Armenian minority but also for all minorities there are in Turkey. 
Are you not afraid?
– Sure I am. To be honest, I feel haunted day in, day out. Ever 
seen a pigeon? Ever see how it keeps turning its head? It 
shudders at the slightest noise, ready to fly away at any instant. 
Can you call that a life? The difference is that I can’t fly away like 
a pigeon.
– In the past few months you have landed in the dock twice for 
allegedly insulting the Turkish nation. Nobel Prize winner Orhan 
Pamuk was also indicted but never convicted as you were. Why 
is that?
– I had a suspended six months’ sentence. The notorious 
Paragraph 301 [of the Turkish penal code] stipulates criminal 
liability for insulting Turkish national identity, and no one knows 
why some people are convicted and others acquitted. The 
European Union has every reason to demand that the paragraph 
be abolished. Its wording gives every judge a free hand. I had 
no luck with mine. He alleged I said Turks had unclean blood. 
Absurd!
– Agos, the weekly you are publishing, has a small circulation, 
but some people in Turkey find it dangerous. Why do you think 
that’s so?
– That’s right. Our print run is roughly 6,000 copies, but it is 
read by many more people than that, both in and outside Turkey. 
That’s what worries certain forces.
– Agos is considered the Armenian community’s press outlet. 
Why do you publish it in Turkish as well as Armenian?
– That’s just what makes it so dangerous to certain nationalist 
circles in this country. Agos tells the truth about the Armenian 
Genocide. At the same time, we present it as part of history and 
urge our readers to learn the lesson it teaches.
– Is it really so bad to be an Armenian in Turkey?
– You have hardly any problems if you hold your tongue. As for 
me, I found it hard even in my teens to join the chorus singing 
how proud we were of being Turks. Certainly, this country has a 
great deal to be proud of, but I am not a Turk, after all.
– When did you first feel really discriminated against?
– When I finished my active service, I wanted to go on with 
my military career and become a commissioned officer. I was 
married then, and had two children. My wife was expecting our 
third child. I passed the officer examinations with many of my 
Turkish fellow servicemen. After that, all the applicants were 
called one by one to get their certificates. I was never summoned; 
the only one on the list. That was when I realised that, although 
Turkey was a secular state, a non-Muslim could never qualify as 
an officer. That day, I first knew what it truly felt like to be an 
Armenian in Turkey.
– You asked in the latest Agos issue: “What makes me a target?”
– The answer concerns Armenians more than Turks. Too many of 
us try to hide away at the slightest sign of danger. I am not one 
of them, I daresay. What does hiding lead to? That’s what makes 
me a prospective target, and I am not the only one. The same 
applies to my family. How do you think my wife and children feel 
when I receive threats every day, some over the phone, others by 
e-mail? I compared myself to a pigeon earlier because the bird 
wants to be free, however frightened it might be. That’s what 
I work for. I want liberty for all of us. I want things to change 
someday.
– Could you leave this country?
– I want to carry on my cause here. It is not my own personal 
cause. It concerns everyone who wants to see Turkey as a 

I Have The Right To Die In The Country I Was Born In: Hrant Dink
democratic country. If I surrender and emigrate, the shame will 
be on us all. This is the land of my ancestors. I have my roots 
here, and I have the right to die in the country I was born in.
The last article written by Hrant Dink, “Like a nervous pigeon: 
my unsettled state of mind,” was published by Agos after his 
murder. It fully depicts the spiritual state this Armenian, a citizen 
of Turkey, was living in, on the eve of his impending death:
…
This much is clear: those who have tried to isolate me, to make 
me weak and defenseless, have, in their own fashion, achieved 
what they wanted. Even now, by the cumulative effect of the filthy 
and false information that they have disseminated to society, 
they have created a sector of society that perceives Hrant Dink 
as one who “demeans Turkdom,” and whose number is by no 
means small.
The message log and memory of my computer is filled with 
lines full of rage and threats, sent by fellow citizens from that 
sector. (Let me note here that I found one of these messages, 
originating in Bursa, to represent a particularly clear threat, and 
passed it on to the State Prosecutor’s office in Şişli. To this date, 
I have received no response.)
How real or unreal are these threats? In truth, that is something 
I cannot possibly know.
For me the real threat, and the one that is really unbearable, is 
the psychological torture I have to live through by myself.
“What are these people now thinking about me?” This is the 
question that gnaws at my mind.
It’s unfortunate that I am more readily recognized nowadays 
than I used to be, and that I sense more often people casting 
glances in my direction, saying “O look, isn’t he that Armenian?”
And as a reflex, I wind up tormenting myself.
This torture is in part curiosity, in part worry.
One part is alertness, one part is being frightened.
I feel just like a pigeon…
Just like it, I am in a constant state of keeping my eyes out, 
looking left and right, in front of me and behind me.
My head is just as mobile… and just as ready to swiftly turn at a 
moment’s notice.
Here is the price for you.
What did Foreign Minister Abdullah Gül say? What did Justice 
Minister Cemil Çiçek say?
“Come on, there’s really nothing about Article 301 that deserves 
to be exaggerated so. Is there anyone who has been convicted 
under it and sent to prison?”
As if the only price to pay would be to enter prison…
Here’s the price for you… Here’s the price for you…
O ministers, do you know what kind of price it is to imprison a 
human being in a pigeon’s fright… ? Do you know… ?
Have you never watched a pigeon?
That which they call “Life or Death.”
It’s not an easy process I am living through… and which we are 
living through as a family.
There have even been moments when I have seriously thought 
about leaving the country and moving far away.
Especially when the threats have been directed at those closest 
to me…
At that point I have always felt helpless.
This must be what they call a question of “life and death.” I could 
have kept on resisting of my own free will, but I had no right to 
endanger the life of anyone close to me. I could be a champion 
on my own behalf, but I could not claim the right to play the hero 
if that meant bringing danger upon anyone else, let alone those 
close to me.
In hopeless moments like these, I have gathered my wife and 
children around me and taken refuge in them and had my 
greatest support from them.
They put their trust in me.
Wherever I would be, they would be there too.
If I said “Let us go,” they would come.If I said “Let’s stay,” they 
would stay.
To stay and resist.
Well, if we were to go, where would we go?
To Armenia?
Well but how would someone like me, who cannot abide 
injustices, put up with the injustices there? Would I not wind up 
in even greater trouble there?

As for going to Europe to live, it’s not for me.
I’m the kind of person who, when I go to the West for three days, 
on the fourth I am writhing with discomfort, missing my country 
and saying,“Let it be over already so I can go back.” What would 
I do with myself there?
Too much comfort would have discomforted me.
Above all, it is not in my nature to leave behind a “boiling hell” 
behind and flee to some “ready-made paradise.” I’m the kind 
of person who seeks to turn the hell in which he is living into 
paradise.
To stay in Turkey and to keep on living here was both our true 
desire and something that was required by the respect we have 
for the thousands of our friends, both those we know and those 
we don’t know, who are fighting for democracy in Turkey and who 
have come forward to support us.
We would stay and resist.
It may be that one day we would be forced to go, but…
We would set out just like those in 1915 did… Like our 
forefathers… Without knowing where we were headed…
Walking on the roads they trod…
Feeling the torment, living the pain…
With that kind of blow dealt by fortune we might leave our 
homeland.
And we would go, not to a place chosen by our hearts, but where 
our feet would take us…
Wherever that was.
Scared and free.
My wish is that we will never, ever be forced to live through such 
an abandonment. In any case, we have too much hope, too 
much need not to.
Now, finally, I am applying to the European Court of Human 
Rights.
I do not know how long this case will take. All I know is that 
whatever happens, at least until the case is concluded I will 
continue to live in Turkey, and from that I derive some degree 
of comfort.
If the court rules in my favor, no doubt I will rejoice even more 
because that will mean that I will never again be compelled to 
leave my country.
Probably 2007 will be an even more difficult year for me.
The court proceedings will go on, new ones will begin. Who 
knows what sort of additional injustices I will have to confront?
But while all these things happen, there is this truth which I will 
count on as my guarantee.
Yes, I may find myself trapped in the nervous mental state of 
a pigeon, but I know that in this country people do not harm 
pigeons.
Pigeons continue to live their lives, even in the midst of cities, 
amidst crowds of people.
Yes, a bit frightened but to the same degree also free.
People released doves during Hrant Dink’s funeral procession. 
Outside the offices of Agos, where Dink was murdered, tens 
of thousands gathered holding aloft signs reading, “We are all 
Hrant. We are all Armenian.”
Another segment of Turkish society believed otherwise and 
condemned the “We are all Hrant, we are all Armenian” 
approach. Just ten days after the murder, thousands of football 
fans gathered in the stadium at Trabzon and raised posters 
saying, “We are all from Trabzon, we are all Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk,” thus expressing their support of Ogün Samast,48 the 
seventeen-year-old native of Trabzon who murdered Dink. During 
those days, the Turkish press published photos of Samast in a 
genial, friendly environment with police in front of cameras. The 
assassin had unfurled a large Turkish flag with the following 
words of Atatürk written on it: “The soil of the nation is holy and 
cannot be left to the whims of fate.”



Hrant Dink’s Historic Mission Can’t be 
Stopped – Turkish Scholar Baskin Oran

Agos to Continue Being Voice of 
Armenian Community – Editor-in-Chief

Armenian Genocide 
Survivor Passes Away 

at 110 Years Old
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Hrant Dink tried to draw closer the Armenian and Turkish 
societies. He was the only man who could have done it in 
such an environment. That’s why he was murdered, Turkish 
scholar Baskin Oran said in an article to ARMENPRESS 
entitled “Who was Hrant, what was his mission?”, marking 
the 10th anniversary of Hrant Dink’s assassination.
“It was 1994 or 1995, I received a call – “I am Firat Dink 
[Hrant Dink’s then pseudonym”, a businessman from 
Istanbul.  You have protected our language, the Armenian 
language, in your article, I am calling to thank you”, he said, 
and his voice began to tremble.
My eyes were filled with tears, I also couldn’t resist…..
Already from here, one of the two questions in the headline 
get an answer: Hrant was an emotional man, he was 
protecting the rights of Armenians.
During my first visit to Istanbul, we were having dinner at 
his house, when I discovered another important element 
of his identity. Like in all Anatolian homes, one would enter 
his home by wearing slippers. Hrant was an Anatolian 
Armenian”, Oran writes.
He mentions that Armenian of Istanbul, with a few exceptions, 
were fully integrated in the Ottoman Empire and were the 
main pillars of arts and crafts of the country. “They got out of 
the 1915 tragedy almost unharmed. However, Armenians in 
Anatolia were destroyed, and those who were able to survive 
moved to Istanbul with time. Hrant, from Malatya, was one 
of them and represented them, therefore he was very well 
aware what they’ve been through”, the scholar writes.
Oran says Hrant didn’t like the decisions of many states and 
international organizations on genocide.
“From Canada to Australia, I’ve always heard the following 
from the Diaspora: “Prior to knowing him I was thinking 
otherwise. However his following words changed me: 
“What’s important for you- the recognition of the genocide 
by Turkey or democratization?” Hrant was travelling the 
whole world and was talking with the Diaspora. It was a very 
difficult task, because the term “genocide” was banned for 
both Turks and Armenians, Turks were shutting their ears 

By Manuk Avedikian

when hearing it, and Armenians when not hearing it.
Hrant didn’t like the Armenian resolutions, but as a 
representative of Armenians of Anatolia who underwent 
horrifying pains, he condemned the Turkish denial of 1915. 
He had said the following in this regard: “I will go to Concorde 
Square in Paris, I will stand up and scream – there was no 
Genocide. After that I will go to Ankara’s Kizilay Square, 
stand up and scream – there was Genocide”, Oran writes.
The Turkish scholar points out three important points of 
Dink’s historic mission. First, his impact and influence on 
Turks. “Turks eventually learned about 1915 with shock. 
Even if many got nervous. His first phone call to me was 
a part of it. The establishment of Agos was the main step, 
contact with the Turkish intellectuals was established, which 
served as a mean for integration in Turkey. The newspaper 
succeeded it through its Turkish language publication. 
However it shouldn’t be forgotten that initially the newspaper 
was publishing 3, then 4 pages of Armenian as well, and 
symbolized denial of assimilation”, Oran writes.
As the second mission, Oran emphasizes Hrant’s influence 
on Armenians of Turkey, mentioning he was able to take 
Armenians out of the moral ghetto and inspired trust. 
“Thanks to him a great Renaissance of Armenians began 
in Istanbul. To such extent, that eventually the Greek and 
Assyrian communities were also influenced by it and began 
to emerge. At the same time, people who remained hidden 
Armenians in parts of Anatolia began to voice their Armenian 
identities and even got baptized”, Oran says.
As the third important part of Dink’s mission the Turkish 
scholar points out Dink’s impact and influence towards 
the Diaspora. “He impacted the Diaspora, contributed to 
multilateral thinking. It was a difficult task. From October 
7, 2003 until May 14, 2004 an 8-part article directed to 
the Diaspora was published. It proposed to not link the 
health of Armenian identity to the fact of recognition or 
non-recognition of the genocide by different countries. He 
wanted the Diaspora to already refuse to use the genocide 
as a “chosen trauma”, and build the identity on positive 
elements. The Diaspora changed a lot after Hrant. Just like 
the Turks.
All his efforts were aimed at bringing closer the two peoples. 
He was the only person who could have done it in such an 
atmosphere.
That’s why he was killed. From that point of view, the 
calculation of the killers was “rational”….
However, by being murdered, he became a saint, the public 
response spread his work to the entire world, Hrant’s 
memory became a lighthouse.
Decent and smart people, headed by Agos and Hrant Dink 
Foundation, continue his historic mission. It is impossible to 
be stopped”, Oran concludes the article.

It is a race against time – Armenian Genocide survivors 
are quickly passing away. Fortunately, we were able to 
speak to Aleksan Markarian multiple times about his life 
during the Armenian Genocide and after. Despite his age, 
he was always willing and motivated to talk about his 
experience during the Genocide. He gave an interview to 
the Armenian Film Foundation (AFF) in 2014 and spoke 
to the Armenian Law Students’ Association at Loyola 
Law School last fall in 2016. His interview conducted by 
the AFF can be viewed at the USC Shoah Foundation’s 
Visual History Archive (VHA).
Markarian passed away on January 15th and his funeral 
ceremony took place on January 24th.
Markarian was born in Gesaria (present-day Kayseri, 
Turkey) in 1906 to Hagop and Verjin Markarian. During 
WWII, his father Hagop was drafted into the Ottoman 
army. Due to his father’s military status, his family 
evaded deportation to the Syrian Desert and instead 
was given shelter in a village nearby.
 

A year later, during 
the second wave of 
the Genocide, the 
lives of his family was 
threatened. In good 
faith, a local hodja 
(Islamic clergymen) 
asked the family to 
temporarily convert 
to Islam in order to 
save their lives and 
were given a home 
in another village 
where they lived in 

peace and were assisted by local villagers.
At the end of the War, the family moved back to Gesaria 
and reclaimed their Christian names/identity (Aleksan’s 
muslim name was Ali Ihsan). They struggled to start 
over but by participating in some odd jobs the family 
eventually began a stable seasonal business in making 
and selling sujuk and bastirma.
Markaryan’s remaining family (his mother, grandmother) 
left Kayseri in the early 1920’s to join his sister and her 
in-laws in Beirut. In Beirut, his mother initially worked 
as a servant for a family but after a year and a half of 
apprenticeship in carpentry, Aleksan was able to bring 
his mother home and provided for his family.
The Soviet call for Armenian repatriation in 1946 brought 
Markarian and his family to Yerevan, Armenia.  He did 
well and mastered many different trades. One of the 
jobs he’s most proud of is oud making – one of the few 
ouds he made ended up in Los Angeles where he lived 
in since the 1980’s.
He lived a long and meaningful life with his children and 
grandchildren and was loved by those around him. He 
had an unmatched pride in his own work and patriotic 
desire in his motivation in telling his story.
Usta Aleksan will be missed.

Even after the death of Agos newspaper founder Hrant Dink, 
the newspaper continues moving forward with Dink’s path, 
Editor-inChief of Agos Yetvart Danzigian told Deutsche Welle.
“Since the first day we try to deserve the fight of Hrant Dink for 
peace and dialogue”, Danzigian said.
“After all, it is the Armenian community which keeps Agos 
going. With its small announcements, subscriptions we work 
to keep going. Both Armenians from the Diaspora and Armenia 
closely follow us, as an Armenian newspaper published in 
Turkey. Regardless of anything, we will continue to be the voice 
of the Armenian community”, Danzigian said.
He emphasized that the Armenian issue remains painful in 
Turkey. As an evidence of it, he reminded how Garo Paylan 
was suspended by the Turkish Parliament for saying the word 
“genocide”. “This wasn’t the first time Garo Paylan said the 
word. He had said it previously too. However we understand 

that the spirit of the current period gives such response”, 
Danzigian said.
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Fresno Armenian 
Community to Mark 
Historic Battle for 
Religious Freedom

Cem Ozdemir Addresses Hundreds in 
Toronto Marking 10th Anniversary of Dink 
Assassination

Members and friends of the Armenian Churches of the San 
Joaquin Valley will gather for a special service of worship and 
civic observance to commemorate an ancient battle fought to 
preserve their religious freedom.
The Central California Armenian Community will observe 
Vartanantz at 6:30pm on Thursday, February 23, 2017. The 
commemoration will take place at the campus of the First 
Armenian Presbyterian Church, 430 South First Street at 
Historic Huntington Boulevard near Downtown Fresno. The 
commemoration is without charge and open to the public.
On the Thursday preceding Lent each year, the Armenian people 
worldwide commemorate the anniversary of a conflict between 
Christian Armenians and Zoroastrian Persians in the year 451 
A.D. The Battle of Avarayr came to symbolize the heroic efforts 
of the Armenian people to remain free from subjugation and 
steadfast in their faith.
General Vartan Mamigonian commanded an Armenian force of 
66,000 against a Persian army more than four times as large. 
Mamigonian was martyred during the battle and the Armenian 
forces were defeated in the war. The Armenian people were still 
successful in affirming and maintaining their Christian faith.
The 2017 Vartanantz Commemoration is co-sponsored by the 
Knights of Vartan Yeprad Tahlij and Daughters of Vartan Alidz 
Oytag. Established in 1916, the Knights of Vartan is a fraternal 
service organization that encourages members to assume 
leadership roles in cultural, educational, religious, and charitable 
organizations and to better the Armenian nation worldwide.
Participants in the 2017 Worship Service and Civic Observance 
include the students of the Charlie Keyan Armenian Community 
School of Clovis, the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church, 
Saint Paul Armenian Apostolic Church, St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Apostolic Church of Fowler, Saint Mary Armenian Apostolic Church 
of Yettem, Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church of Fresno, 
and the host congregation.  Appellate attorney Philip Tavlian, 
the Secretary of the Ararat Armenian Cemetery Association, will 
offer special remarks at the 7:15 p.m. Civic Observance.  The 
Vartanantz Commemoration will conclude with a fellowship 
reception featuring Armenia appetizers on the FAPC Campus.
Forty immigrants from Marsovan chartered the Fresno 
congregation in a rented hall on July 25, 1897. The boyhood 
church of authors William Saroyan and A.I. Bezzerides and 
filmmaker J. Michael Hagopian, FAPC today is a multigenerational 
evangelical congregation drawn from the Old and New Worlds.
The FAPC ministry team includes Senior Pastor Gregory Vahack 
Haroutunian; Reverend Mike Mekredijian, Associate Pastor 
for Young Families; and Reverend Philip C. Garo, Jr., Associate 
Pastor for Youth Ministries.  FAPC is a member congregation of 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) and the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of North America.  The 120th Anniversary 
theme of the congregation is: “FAPC is a house of prayer for each 
person knows their role.”
More details about Vartanantz and the 2017 Commemoration 
are available by calling (559) 237-6638 or visiting fapc.net.

Commemoration Attended by Premier of Ontario, Several Elected 
Officials, and Award-Winning Filmmaker Atom Egoyan
Over 600 people gathered at the Armenian Community Center 
of Toronto on Jan. 22, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
the assassination of prominent Turkish-Armenian journalist and 
Editor-in-Chief of the bilingual Agos newspaper, Hrant Dink.
The keynote speaker Cem Ozdemir—a German parliamentarian of 
Turkish descent and the current co-chair of the German Greens 
Alliance Party—spearheaded the resolution in the German 
Bundestag to formally classify the 1915-1923 massacres of 
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire as genocide.
Prominent politicians, diplomats, and public figures were also 
in attendance for the commemoration, including the Premier of 
Ontario, the Honorable Kathleen Wynne; German Consul General 
Peter Fahrenholtz; famed Canadian-Armenian filmmaker Atom 
Egoyan; as well as local members of the Canadian Parliament 
and Ontario Legislature.

In his keynote address, Ozdemir spoke of Hrant Dink’s bravery 
and his continued legacy.
“Because of Hrant, Armenians in Turkey talk about the Armenian 
Genocide. Because of Hrant, Turks who have never heard about 
the Armenian Genocide talk about the Armenian Genocide. 
People afterwards started to question what they had learned,” 
said Ozdemir.
Furthermore, Ozdemir revisited throughout his address the theme 
of reconciliation between Armenia and Turkey, and realized the 
importance of Turkish society embracing the ethnic and religious 
minorities of their country to allow for this. A significant change, 
he opined, would be for Turks to disavow the masterminds of the 
Genocide, who are revered to this day by some for being leaders 
of the once-powerful Ottoman Empire, despite the fact they 
oversaw the murder of their own citizens through genocide.
“You have children, I have children and we want our children 
to be good people and good citizens. Christian, Jew, Muslim, or 
Atheist—whatever we are—we want that. So when you talk to your 
children, do you not talk about role models, and people you want 
your children to look up to and maybe take them as examples? I 
don’t tell my children follow the path of people that betrayed their 
neighbors… So I ask you: who is a better Muslim, one who looks 
aside when Armenians are killed, or the one that says ‘attacking 
an Armenian is like attacking me? Killing them is like killing me,’” 
said Ozdemir when recounting his discussion with a group at a 
Turkish mosque in Berlin.
In her speech to attendees, Premier Wynne expressed her 
gratitude to Ozdemir for being present and the need for continued 
discussion about the Armenian Genocide.
“I wanted to be here today to honor Hrant Dink. Even though 
it’s been over 100 years since the Armenian Genocide began, 

the passage of the century has not dulled the horrors of those 
events. As we remember Hrant Dink, we also remember those 
Armenians who perished,” said Wynne.

Zohrab Sarkissian, the Chair of the Armenian National Committee 
(ANC) of Toronto, commented that Dink continues to serve as 
an example for activism on issues that beleaguer society today. 
“Today, Dink has become an exemplary icon of freedom and 
human rights activism in Turkey,  across Europe, and across 
the world. Dink’s memory serves as a constant reminder for 
intellectuals, activists and the wider public to challenge prejudice 
and division among people, such as the rising tide of intolerant 
nationalism in Turkey.”

Ozdemir delivered the keynote address at a Hrant Dink 
commemoration in at the Armenian Community Center of 
Montreal a day earlier, on Jan. 21.
Dink was assassinated on Jan. 19, 2007, in front of his 
newspaper’s office in Istanbul, triggering an unprecedented 
surge of solidarity and pro-democracy activism in Turkey after 
more than 100,000 people attended his funeral. Hrant Dink’s 
assassination is now memorialized in the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights in Winnipeg.

www.armenianweekly.com
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The Parliament of Denmark voted 89 to 9 with 11 
abstention today to adopt an Armenian Genocide bill, 
according to the website of the Danish Parliament, 
armradio reports.
On January 19 the Parliament had 2.5 hours of 

The Society for Armenian Studies announced the 
recipients of its 2015 “Best Conference Paper Award” 
at its Annual Membership Meeting on November 17, 
2016 in Boston. Recognized were co-winners Gohar 
Grigoryan for her paper “Manifestations of Mongol-
Armenian Relations in the Royal Art of the Armenian 
Kingdom of Cilicia” and Khachig Mouradian for his 
paper “Genocide and Humanitarian Resistance in 
Ottoman Syria, 1915-1916.”
The SAS Executive Council annually awards a $500.00 
prize for the best paper presented by a graduate 
student at a conference in a calendar year. A committee 
appointed by the Executive Council judged the papers.
Gohar Grigoryan’s paper discusses Mongol-Armenian 
relations in the 13th century through the lens of a 
study of the depiction of the robe of Prince Levon in 
manuscript No. 8321 in the Matenadaran, attributed 
to the artist Toros Roslin. She argues in her study that 
one of the major motifs found in the miniature painting, 
“The Lion and the Sun,” was “borrowed from Persian 
culture not through the Byzantine, or Seljukid arts or 
through the revival of old Armenian royal traditions, but 
rather through the Mongols.” Her paper was presented 
at the conference “Élites chrétiennes et formes du 
pouvoir en Méditerranée centraleet orientale (XIIIe-XVe 
siécle),” held at the Université de Nîmes, Université 
Paul-Valéry-Montpellier, in June 1915.

Danish Parliament Adopts Armenian 
Genocide Bill

Society of Armenian Studies Recognizes 
‘Best Conference Paper Award’ Recipients

discussion on the bill brought to the agenda by Nick 
Hækkerup (S) , Søren Espersen (DF) , Michael Aastrup 
Jensen (V) , Henrik Dahl (LA) , Martin Lidegaard (RV) , 
Naser Khader (KF).
The document reads, in part: “The Parliament confirms 
its decision no. V 54 of 19 May 2015 on the tragic and 
bloody events that took place in eastern Anatolia in the 
period 1915-1923. The Danish Parliament finds that 
the best path to reconciliation will be an open dialogue 
about the story on the basis of a free and uncensored 
history research, including the release of all official 
documents from the period. The Parliament regrets 
that Turkish law prohibits citizens and media to use the 
term “genocide” about the events, and considers this 
to be an unreasonable restriction of both academic 
freedom as freedom of expression relates to the use 
of this term. Parliament maintains its parliamentary 
tradition not to issue judgments about historical 
events.”

Grigoryan is a graduate of the Yerevan State University 
Department of Art History, where she received both her 
B.A. and Master’s Degree. She is currently a doctoral 
candidate in the Department of Medieval Art History at 
the University of Fribourg. Her doctoral dissertation is 
on “Royal Images of the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia 
(1198-1375).”
Khatchig Mouradian’s paper was presented at the 
conference “The Genocide of the Armenians of the 
Ottoman Empire in the Great War,” organized by the 
International Scientific Council (CSI), 25-27, in March 
2015.
Mouradian provides a reassessment of what is referred 
to as the “second phase of the Armenian genocide,” 
emphasizing the role of an Armenian-led humanitarian 
network in saving thousands of lives. The scholarship 
(and the popular discourse) on humanitarian efforts 
during the Genocide focuses on western missionaries 
and consuls, but Mouradian argues that it was the 
Ottoman Armenians who “led the resistance effort and 
shouldered the larger share of the burden, distributing 
humanitarian aid and funds to deportees.”
Mouradian is a graduate of the Strassler Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Clark University 
and completed his PhD in January of 2016. Since 
2014, Mouradian has taught courses History and 
Sociology departments at Rutgers and at Worcester 
State University. In the fall of 2016, he was the Henry 
S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professor at California 
State University, Fresno.
The Society of Armenian Studies is an international 
body, composed of scholars and students, whose 
aims are to promote the study of Armenian culture 
and society, including history, language, literature, and 
social, political, and economic questions; to facilitate 
the exchange of scholarly information pertaining to 
Armenian studies around the world; and to sponsor 
panels and conferences on Armenian studies.
The SAS is administered by a seven member Executive 
Council and its Secretariat is based at the Armenian 
Studies Program at California State University, Fresno. 
Its website is societyforarmenianstudies.com and 
inquiries about the Society can be sent tobarlowd@
csufresno.edu.

Armenian Army Day

No Matter Where 
They May be, The 
Hearts of Our 
Compatriots Are 
in The Homeland. 
Hranush Hagopian
Page 02

repatriate freedom fighters Antranig Boghosian, Mardiros 
Jamgochian, Simon Kafalian, Vasken Sislian, Harmig Hovsepian, 
Hrant Ashdjian, Shaheh Adjemian, Antranig Chavoushian 
and Kousan Haigazoun with the Medal of Gratitude of the RA 
Ministry of Diaspora.
Expressing gratitude for the award, freedom fighter Antranig 
Boghosian stated that he had fulfilled his duty to the Homeland. 
He expressed certainty that during the Four-Day Artsakh War 
in April, the newGENERATION  of Armenians proved that they 
have surpassed themselves and aren’t preparing to concede 
the liberated Armenian lands.
Vasken Sislian emphasized that it is only thanks to Armenian 
soldiers that Armenians are living in their country in peace.
The Minister introduced the Kazanjians from Syria with special 
warmth. “David and Natalia Kazanjian have five sons. Three of 
them — Kevork, Toros and Mesrob — are currently serving in 
the Armenian army. As for Kevork, he participated in the battles 
that took place last April,” the Minister of Diaspora mentioned.
Taking into consideration the dedication of the Syrian-Armenian 
family to the Armenian Army, Minister Hranush Hagopian 
granted a certificate of appreciation of the RA Ministry of 
Diaspora to the Kazanjians.
Afterwards, Head of the Department for Relations with Pan-
Armenian, International and Ecclesiastical Organizations at 
the RA Ministry of Diaspora, Syrian-Armenian repatriate Nayiri 
Mouradian read the letters that Diaspora Armenian children 
had addressed to Armenian soldiers and showed the paintings 
that the children had dedicated to Armenian soldiers.
Minister Hranush Hagopian emphasized that students of 1,004 
Armenian schools of the Diaspora have written their letters, 
which will be sent to Armenian soldiers.
The RA Minister of Diaspora stated that the Armenian people 
showed their unity and consolidation once again during 
the Four-Day Artsakh War. During those days, Armenians of 
Armenia and the Diaspora carried out several initiatives to help 
Artsakh, which had suffered casualties and other losses. Some 
of those initiatives became memorable stories, and the hero of 
one of those stories was the Nanumian family. After the Four-
Day Artsakh War, the Hayartun Educational and Cultural Center 
of the Armenian Diocese of Georgia hosted an exhibition-sale of 
works by Georgian-Armenian painters to help Artsakh. Among 
the participants was Garen Nanumian and his wife, Natalya, 
who is of Russian descent. Besides purchasing paintings, they 
donated theirWEDDING RINGS  to the fund for relief for the 
people of Artsakh devastated by Azerbaijan’s aggression. They 
decided to donate their rings  to the soldier having participated 
in the Four-Day Artsakh War who would be the first to get 
married. During the wedding ceremony, the army’s spiritual 
servant, Deacon Samuel Mgrdchian handed the wedding rings 
over to Harut and Sonya Mnatsaganian, who became the hero of 
the story. The two families have become friends. The attendees 
of the event watched  the video of Artsakhpress devoted to the 
story. In the video, the couple informed that it would donate the 
wedding rings to another couple in about 15 to 20 years.
Minister Hranush Hagopian granted a certificate of appreciation 
of the RA Ministry of Diaspora to the Nanumians, who were 
attending the event.
Congratulatory video messages from representatives of various 
Armenian communities were shown, and folk and ethnographic 
songs were performed during the event.
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Arts & Society

‘The Other Side of Home’ 
Screens in New York Preceding 
Oscar Nomination Vote

Famous American singer 
recording song “The Promise” 
for homonymous film devoted 
to the Armenian Genocide 

“National Dances” competition/Olympiad to be held 
in Artsakh in April

The film The Other Side 
of Home,  which is under 
consideration for an 
Academy Award for short 
documentary, was shown 
to film industry members, 
including members of The 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, at New 
York’s Soho House. The 
final five nominees for the 
category will be announced 
Tuesday, January 24th.
Actor-writer Eric Bogosian 

gave the introduction at the event, which included the director, Naré Mkrtchyan and producer, 
Rob Fried.
“I’m so thankful that this film was chosen as one of the final ten candidates for an Academy 
Award,” said Mkrtchyan.  “As a grandchild of survivors of the Armenian Genocide this means 
a lot to me.  In a way, it’s a confirmation that this topic which has been silenced for so long is 
universally understood, that it’s one worth telling, and one that audiences would like to see.”
“It’s a very powerful story, 
told in a very modern and 
engaging way,” said Chris 
Parnagian, who attended the 
screening and was among 
the donors who contributing 
to the event.
Conceived, directed and 
narrated by Mkrtchyan, the 
40-minute documentary 
follows her on a trip Turkey in April, 2015, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide.
In the film, Naré visits Maya, a Turkish woman who recently discovered that her great 
grandmother was a “hidden” Armenian Genocide survivor. Through interviews conducted 
in Turkey and Armenia, Maya reveals her emotional struggle to reconcile her dual identity, 
compounded by generations of official denial by Turkey.
The filmmakers answered questions about the film’s behind-the-scenes process; Among 
them – how the filmmaker found the subject, Maya, about traveling through Turkey during the 
genocide centennial, about Naré’s sometimes difficult discussions with Maya about genocide 
recognition.
The Genocide Education Project thanks the generous donors and organizers who helped make 
the event a success — Rachel and Paul Nadjarian, Alexis Alexanian and Douglas Graham, Emma 
Arakelyan and Tiran Nalbandyan, Lisa and Chris Parnagian, and Dikran and Seda Kaligian.

The year 2017 will be a significant year for Armenian movie fans, who are impatiently 
waiting for the premiere of the Armenian Genocide film “The Promise”, which is 
directed by Terry George and stars Oscar Isaac, Oscar-winning actor Christian Bale, 
Charlotte le Bon, Shohreh Agdashloo and Angela Sarafyan. The film will go on the big 
screen on April 21st since Open Road Films Production has obtained the right to show 
Terry George’s new masterpiece in the USA.
Prior to the premiere, the film’s crew is working with famous musician, guitarist and 
lead singer of the rock band Soundgarden Chris Cornell, who is recording the song 
“The Promise”.
“Week of motivation in the recording studio thanks to our brother Christ Cornell. 
For long hours, we have been working on the song for the film “The Promise” and 
will present it to you soon. It will be a call for hope, persistence and survival that 
will motivate everyone to “dare to be reborn one more time”,” the film’s producer 
Eric Esrailian wrote on his Instagram and posted a photo of the recording session, 
reported style.news.am.

In April 2017, the Ministry of Culture and Youth Affairs of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic will hold the “National Dances” school-wide competition/Olympiad, which is 

part of the Ministry’s program for preservation of intangible cultural heritage.
In an interview with Artsakhpress, Head of the Department for Cultural Heritage and 
Folk Arts of the NKR Ministry of Culture and Youth Affairs Yerazik Danielyan said the 
competition-Olympiad would be held in the categories of “Potpourri”, “Sasna Kochari” 
and “Yarkhushta”.
 “The goals of the already third competition/Olympiad are to encourage the instruction 
of Armenian national dances for the young generation, preserve and disseminate 
national dances, as well as enhance knowledge about national dances, their nature 
and significance. The other goals are to advocate the national ideology, preserve 
intangible cultural heritage and cultural identity, engage local self-government 
bodies, cultural and educational institutions and organizations in the actions for 
preservation of intangible cultural heritage,” Danielyan said and informed that those 
wishing to participate in the competition/Olympiad may submit their applications to 
the Department for Cultural Heritage and Folk Arts of the NKR Ministry of Culture and 
Youth Affairs.
According to the field representative, the groups that win in three categories will 
receive certificates, as well as cups and gifts.
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