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The 25th anniversary of Armenia’s Independence was marked by a sprawling military parade in the nation’s capital, 
with hundreds of Armed Forces troops marching on Republic Square. The parade also provided an opportunity for 
Armenia to showcase new missiles.
During the parade on Wednesday, the Armenian Armed Forces showcased, for the first time, Iskander tactical 
missiles and other advance military hardware recently acquired from Russia, with President Sarkisian hailing 
Armenia’s prowess by saying, “We have the power to defend our freedom and our rights. This parade is a testimony 
to that strength.”

Speaking to members of parliament on Wednesday, 
Armenia’s newly-appointed prime minister Karen Karapetyan 
acknowledged the “grave” state of Armenia’s economy 
and proposed that his new government would tackle that 
challenge through systemic changes that will be rolled out in 
two stages.
“There will not be quick changes within the first stage, but 
there will be the measures that we will implement in the near 
future. For the second stage we need time to decide which 
direction to pursue,” Karapetyan said.
“We will undertake concrete steps aimed at mitigating social 
concerns and improving the business environment. But we 
must understand that we have no magic wand. If we want 
to make changes in our economy, we must make real and 
structural changes,” Karapetyan said.
He added that it would be impossible to initiate economic 
reforms in Armenia without fighting the shadow economy.
“The Armenian economy has no chance of being reformed 
without a fight against shadow economy. Time will tell how 
effectively we will be able to do that. We will try to do that and 
are determined to do that since there is no alternative to that. 
We cannot develop our economy by making changes in the 
taxation procedure every time,” explained the prime minister.
In discussing monopolies, Karapetyan said that he opposes 
them if they are created through “administrative resources,” 
but explained that monopolies that are formed through a 
natural set of circumstances, as in if certain companies 
outperform their competition and gain an upper hand in the 
market, then they aren’t necessarily “bad.” He explained that 
the latter scenario is more common in a country like Armenia.
The prime minister said that his plan envisions the applications 
of laws and ruled equitably, saying that he disagrees that 
currently such practices do not exist in Armenia.
He added that he would appoint “qualified” individuals to 
posts in his new cabinet, which is to be formed in coming 
days. He also added the some current ministers would be 
relieved of their duties. Secretary of State John Kerry issued a statement 

Monday on the occasion of Armenia’s Independence 
Day. The message reads:
On behalf of President Obama and the American people, 

I want to extend my congratulations to the people of 
Armenia as you celebrate the 25th anniversary of your 
nation’s independence on September 21.
The United States deeply values its warm friendship with 
Armenia and with all of you. In the past quarter century, 
Armenia has made great progress, and my government 
looks forward to continuing to work closely with you 
in support of shared prosperity, strong democratic 
institutions, the rule of law, and regional peace. We 
appreciate Armenia’s consistent support for effective 
international peacekeeping operations and its leading 
role in responding to the Syrian refugee crisis. We are 
also grateful for the presence in the United States of 
a vibrant and highly-accomplished Armenian-American 
community.
On this special day, I offer best wishes to all Armenians 
for a peaceful and prosperous year to come.
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President of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic Pago Sahagian partook in the 3rd “Artsakh Wine” festival, held in 
Togh village of the Hadrout region, President’s office reported on 17 September.
According to the source, the head of the state noted with satisfaction that the wine festival had become traditional 
and so far had an obvious positive impact on stimulating local production.

 On September 20, while paying a working visit to New 
York, Edward Nalbandian, Acting Foreign Minister of 
Armenia, had a meeting with the OSCE Minsk Group 
Co-Chairs Igor Popov, James Warlick, Pierre Andrieu and 
Andrzej Kasprzyk, Personal Representative of the OSCE 
Chairperson-in-Office.

During the meeting a reference was made on the 
necessity to implement the agreements reached at the 
Vienna and Saint Petersburg Summits to advance the 
negotiation process on the peaceful settlement of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Edward Nalbandian emphasized that Azerbaijan has 
been refusing for couple of months to implement the 
agreements reached on the level of Presidents at 
the summits, thus hindering the creation of relevant 
conditions for the advancement of the negotiation 
process.

NKR President Attends “Artsakh 
Wine” Festival

Edward 
Nalbandian had 
a meeting with 
the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs

“Be PROACTIVE, Contribute Now”
YERAG Urges All ADLP Chapters To Galvanize

Press Release

In light of recent geo-
political, social and 
economic developments in 
Armenia and Diaspora and 

with the necessity to create a better connection between 
diasporan communities and the homeland, the youth 
movement of the Armenian Democratic Liberal Party; YERAG 
urges the worldwide ADLP chapters to reinvigoratetheir 
presence by delegating their youth to be more responsible 
for the day to day realities and challenges of Armenia and 
Diaspora. This is doable by displaying a more hand-on 
presence and by supporting the panarmenian initiatives 
and drive of YERAG.

With the “Be PROACTIVE, Contribute Now” slogan, YERAG 
continues the early campaign to encourage participation 
of the youth. YERAG was formed during the recent global 
leaders convention of the ADLP, to act as the party’s United 
Youth Body with the objective to encourage the involvement 
and contribution of youth.

YERAG’s charge is the progress of Armenians worldwide by 

contributing through the platform of the ADLP, advocating 
and campaigning for awareness of Armenian issues and 
prompting the 21st century objectives of a panarmenian 
connectivity.

Strategies to move forward:
•Organizing #collaborative and #open youth events
•Creating #informational and #involvement generating 
campaigns
•Facilitating an active #online participation and dialogue 
between youth opinion leaders  

•Fostering the #exchange of the #ideas, pushing for a 
constructive national debate as expressed through the 
youth

YERAG believes in addressing Armenian challenges by 
looking outside traditional circles; By building a shared and 
connected link, initially within the structures of the ADLP 
and then within panarmenian networks.

YERAG’s 6th leadership gathering was dedicated to all 

ADLP chapters to begin the reform process internally, by 
identifying, preparing, empowering and promoting young 
leaders who would in turn become the professionals 
providing the much needed organizational support, 
safeguarding the progress of ADLP chapters worldwide. 

Listing 9 countries worldwide: including but not limited to 
Armenia, Argentina, Jordan, Jerusalem, Lebanon, Syria, 
Greece, Cyprus, France, US and Canada, where YERAG’s 
representation spans with possible campaigning in newer 
chapters.

Remember: Identify + Prepare + Empower + Promote

More is on the way to shape a stronger ADLP infrastructure.
Time will be of essence to make this project of spreading 
a panarmenian youth dynamism yield fruit. With so much 
confidence, YERAG’s aspirations and onward thinking for 
a more interconnected and organized panarmenian youth 
network seem positive and confidently inevitable.   
 

YERAG Committee



Press Release

The Minister of RA Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan 
Receives the Delegation of the Armenian Evangelical 
World Council and the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America

A Unique Eye-Opening Visit to Iran
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By Harut Sassounian

Along with 16 other Armenian journalists from Armenia, 
Artsakh, the Czech Republic, France, Lebanon, Syria, 
and the United States, I was invited to attend the 
85th anniversary celebration of Alik daily Armenian 
newspaper, published in Tehran since 1931.
As this was my first visit to Iran, I quickly discovered that 
the country was a lot different than what I had heard 
and read about in the United States. It is an important 
country with an ancient civilization that is often 
misunderstood by outsiders.
Tehran is a large city with millions of inhabitants trying 
to cope with the maddening traffic. Making matters 
worse, tens of thousands of motorcyclists zip around 
cars in every direction, while pedestrians dart through 
several lanes of heavy traffic, foolishly risking their lives. 
Basically, the scariest part of visiting Iran is neither the 
regime nor the militants, but the simple act of crossing 
the street!
I also found out that both Iranians and Iranian-Armenians 
are extremely hospitable, gracious and polite. They go 
out of their way to help total strangers. Armenians, as a 
Christian minority, enjoy their full freedoms of education 
and worship. They have their own schools and churches 
all over the country. There are Prelacies of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Tehran, Isfahan, and Tavriz.
One of the stunning Armenian community centers 
is the Ararat Armenian Cultural Association’s center 
which encompasses several acres of sports facilities, 
including a soccer stadium, basketball and tennis 
courts, swimming pools, and a chapel in the one of 

On September 22, RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 
Hakobyan received the delegation of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council and the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA), who were in Armenia to 
attend the celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the 
Independence of Armenia and to celebrate the 170th 
Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church in the 
Motherland. 

Minister Hakobyan welcomed the guests and extended 
congratulations on the occasion of the 25th anniversary 
of Armenia’s independence and the 170th anniversary 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church. She said: “I am 
glad that you are in Armenia these days when we proudly 

the most prestigious parts of Tehran. Our visit to Iran 
coincided with the opening ceremonies of the 48th 
annual Pan-Armenian games with Armenian scouts 
and athletes participating from various parts of Iran, 
Armenia, Artsakh, and Javakh, Georgia. The next day, 
Azerbaijan’s Embassy in Iran dutifully complained to the 
Iranian government about the inclusion of athletes from 
Artsakh in the Pan-Armenian games.
Iranian-Armenians serve as a vital bridge between their 
twin homelands: The Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
Republic of Armenia. Despite Azerbaijan’s complaints 
and its persistent efforts to undermine relations 
between Armenia and Iran, the Iranian government 
steadfastly maintains a balanced relationship with the 
two neighboring states. Armenia’s Ambassador to Iran, 
His Excellency Ardashes Toumanian, a highly competent 
and seasoned diplomat, is another important link 
between the Republic of Armenia, the government of 
Iran, and the local Armenian community.
The management of Alik newspaper had organized 
a hectic schedule for the incoming journalists which 
included visits to Armenian schools, an Armenian 
medical clinic, the Gulestan Palace, the Royal Jewelry 
Museum, and the Charmahal Society Center where a 
Talk-Show was held for the community. The journalists 
also met with the Armenian National Committee of 
Tehran, the Armenian Embassy, the Armenian Cultural 
and Athletic Association, two major Iranian media 
outlets, the spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, the 
Minister of Culture, and the Institute for Political and 
International Studies. The visitors were received 
everywhere with much warmth and respect!

The visiting journalists had also the pleasure of meeting 
with the two Armenian members of the Iranian Majlis 
(Parliament) who play a key role as the intermediary 
between the government and the Armenian community.
Last Saturday night, the journalists attended the 
official celebration of the 85th anniversary of Alik 
where they took the podium to congratulate the unique 
accomplishments of the newspaper that has educated 
and informed several generations with great sacrifices 
by dedicated editors, journalists, staff, benefactors and 
community organizations.
The highlight of the visit was the tour of the historic cities 
of Isfahan and Tavriz, including a special ‘pilgrimage’ 
to the ancient monasteries of Sourp Tadeh and Sourp 
Stepanos monasteries.
The most emotional part of the trip was driving along the 
Arax River on the border between Iran and Nakhichevan, 
formerly a part of Armenia, currently an autonomous 
region of Azerbaijan. Many of the journalists had tears 
in their eyes as they observed across the border an 
empty field that used to be an ancient cemetery with 
thousands of Armenian Khachkars (cross-stones) which 
were cruelly destroyed by the authorities of Azerbaijan, 
thus committing a cultural genocide and a crime against 
humanity!
In recent decades, even though many Iranian-Armenians 
have immigrated to other countries, mostly Glendale, 
California, the bulk of the community remains deeply 
committed to doubling its efforts in order to continue its 
role as a critical bridge between Iran and Armenia!

TheCaliforniaCourier.com

celebrate the 25th anniversary of our independence. 
In the achievements during the 25 years of our 
independence, I would like to stress three of them. The 
first is the existence of the two Armenian Republics, 
the second is our powerful military establishment, and 
the third, the creation of institutional structures that 
have been successfully cooperating with international 
organizations.”

Minister Hakobyan highly appreciated the invaluable 
role of the Diaspora during the difficult days of the 
establishment of an independent statehood and 
expressed her gratitude for the contribution of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church. The Minister also stressed 
the huge role of Haigazian University, the only Armenian 
institution of higher education in the Diaspora.

Rev. MegrditchKaragoezian, the President of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council thanked the 
Minister for her warm words of appreciation and said: 
“More than obligation, it’s a joy for the members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church to help the Homeland. 
We are seeing the tangible achievements during the 
past 25 years, and the dedication and the efforts of the 
young generation in keeping the Homeland with their 
blood and sweat.”

ZavenKhanjian, Executive Director/CEO of AMAA said: 
“The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
has an undivided and enduring commitment towards 

Armenia and is ready to do everything possible in order 
to achieve as quick as possible a strong Homeland that 
we all dream of.”

Rev. Dr. VahanTootikian, the Executive Director of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, President of Haigazian University, Rev. 
HaroutuneSelimian, the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria and others also 
expressed their appreciation.

In closing, Minister Hakobyan wished success to the 
jubilee Celebration of the 170th Anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church, which will take place 
in the Aram Khachadourian Music Hall on Sunday, 
September 25.
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Thanks to the Tekeyan Centre Fund 75 schoolchildren 
and their teachers from Armenia and Karabagh spent 
their summer holidays in “Aragats” camp located in the 
picturesque region of Hankavan. It is the seventh year 
that the Fund has sponsored the project “Summer Camp” 
which mainly involves needy and excellent students. The 
project enables schoolchildren to explore the beauty of 
Armenia and to visit its landmarks, to form friendship with 
other youth. The project “Summer Camp” also furthers 
our teenagers’ physical, moral and cultural development. 
It is an opportunity to educate the new generation and 
strengthen their young bodies, souls and minds.

The natural beauty of the area and the warm welcome of the 
camp staff made an unforgettable summer experience for 
Tekeyan schoolchildren from Yerevan, Gyumri, Stepanavan, 
Karbi and Berdzor. They successfully integrated into the 
camp life with its morning exercises, line-up, sounds of the 
trumpet and marching that were a part of daily drills. Due 
to the efforts of the Tekeyan teachers and the camp staff, 
the eight-day program included a variety of educational, 
cultural and fun activities.

The children actively participated in sports competitions, 
intellectual quizzes and contests of knowledge, in national 
song and dance festival. The best performers were awarded 
certificates and cups. The campers also enjoyed day and 
night walking tours and hiking to the mountains and caves.

The last day in the camp was also active and joyful; all the 
four Tekeyan schools arranged a farewell party with songs, 

dances, poetry reading, and jokes. The evening concluded 
a traditional campfire, words of thanks and best wishes. 
They left the camp with a hope that the TCF’s project 
“Summer Camp” which grants them deep knowledge, 
unforgettable memories and enjoyable vacation, will be 
realized next year as well.

TCF’s Summer Camp
Press Release



Split in half, chiseled on one side and smooth on the 
other, the black rock memorializes not just the Armenian 
genocide, but also survival, reports LA Times.
Unveiled Saturday evening as the sun set over Grand 
Park in downtown Los Angeles, the Armenian Genocide 
Monument is ringed by metal bars embedded in the 
ground and etched with the words of Armenian American 
writer William Saroyan:
“In the time of your life, live — so that in that wondrous 
time you shall not add to the misery and sorrow of the 
world, but shall smile to the infinite delight and mystery 
of it.”
“We wanted something that was uplifting and also spoke 
to a much broader audience,” said photographer Levon 
Parian, one of a team who created the monument.
The five-ton piece was sculpted by Glendale architect 
Vahagn Thomasian from volcanic rock quarried from 
Armenia’s Ararat Valley.
The split in the monument represents the disruption of 

The Andean Parliament, control body of the Andean 
Community, formed by Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador and 
Colombia, adopted unanimously a resolution recognizing 
the Armenian Genocide, in a session held in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, last Saturday 17 September, Prensa Armenia 
reported.
The project was presented by Pedro De la Cruz, a member 
of the body representing Ecuador.
“On 24 April 2016, was the commemoration of 101 
anniversary of the Genocide of the Armenian people, 
perpetrated between 1915-1923, when the authorities of 
the Ottoman Empire carried out a program of arrest and 
deportation and later killing of civilians in the territories 
of Western Armenia and Anatolia; with the tragic result of 
more than 1,5 million people killed”, highlights the text, 
and resolves:
ARTICLE ONE: Condemn international crimes, crimes 
against humanity, genocide and crimes of aggression 
committed against different peoples and communities.
ARTICLE TWO: Recognize the Armenian Genocide 
perpetrated by the authorities of the Ottoman Empire 
between 1915 – 1923 and express solidarity with the 
Armenian people and their descendants, who make up the 
Armenian communities in the world. Therefore condemn 
any denial policy regarding the Armenian Genocide and 
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Memorial to Armenian Genocide 
Unveiled in Los Angeles

Andean Parliament Recognizes 
Armenian Genocide

Kim Kardashian 
Slams The Wall 
Street Journal 
For Running An 
Ad That Denies 
The Armenian 
Genocide

Armenian Genocide 100 + 1

the 1915-18 genocide, which claimed the lives of about 
1.2 million Armenians under the Ottoman Empire, which 
became the modern republic of Turkey. The Turkish 
government disputes that a genocide took place.
“The rough part resembles [the period] after the 
genocide when the Armenian people struggled and 
tried to survive,” Thomasian said. The smooth half 
“represents the present, future, new generations.”
Southern California is home to the largest Armenian 
community outside of Armenia. More than 200,000 
people of Armenian descent live in Los Angeles County.
The idea for a Los Angeles monument grew out of last 
year’s iWitness installation in Grand Park, which marked 
the centennial of the genocide with huge portraits of 
survivors.
County Supervisor Michael Antonovich told the iWitness 
team that he would like a permanent memorial. 
Thomasian settled on something “very simple” that 
was, he said, both less and more.

crimes against humanity suffered by the Armenian nation.
ARTICLE THREE: Urge the international community to 
move forward in implementing the principle adopted in the 
framework of the United Nations entitled “Responsibility 
to Protect”, with which seeks to protect citizens against 
genocide, crimes against humanity and all kinds of 
serious violation of human rights and adopt measures to 
prevent the different communities, peoples and nations, 
the suffering as a result of the atrocities of violence.
Also, ask the International Community to recognize the 
Genocide of the Armenian people as a historical fact, 
and support the search for truth and justice as a form of 
rejection of such acts that shame humanity.

Kim Kardashian Slams The Wall Street Journal For 
Running An Ad That Denies The Armenian Genocide –
Kim Kardashian West is no stranger to speaking up 
about the Armenian genocide. Last year, the middle 
Kardashian sister published a TIME op-ed, in which she 
asked President Obama to use the word “genocide” 
when speaking about the Ottoman Empire’s attempted 
extermination of Armenians. She also asked the Turkish 
government to formally recognize the slaughter.

On Sunday, the reality star took out a full-page ad in 
the New York Times to decry the Wall Street Journal 
for printing a full-page ad that denied the Armenian 
genocide earlier this year. “Money talks, and right now 
it’s talking sh*t,” Kardashian wrote in her ad, a version 
of which appeared on her app back in April when the 
Wall Street Journal pulled a similar maneuver:

“My family and I are no strangers to BS in the press. 
We’ve learned to brush it off. Lies make good headlines, 
good headlines make great covers, great covers sell 
magazines. But when I heard about this full-page ad 
that ran in the Wall Street Journal denying the Armenian 
genocide, I couldn’t just brush it off.

Kardashian states that Turkic Platform, which she 
says blames Armenians and downplays the number 
of casualties in the Armenian genocide, paid for the 
ad. Kardashian went on to call the Journal‘s decision 
“reckless” and “morally irresponsible” and urged them 
to think about the consequences of their actions. She 
wrote:

“Many historians believe that if Turkey had been 
held responsible for the Armenian genocide, and 
reprimanded for what they did, the Holocaust may 
not have happened. In 1939, a week before the Nazi 
invasion of Poland, Hitler said, ‘Who, after all, speaks 
today of the annihilation of the Armenians?’ We do. 
We must. We must talk about it until it is recognized 
by our government because when we deny our past, we 
endanger our future.”
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The book “Fethullah” which uncovers the reaches 
of theGülen Movement in Argentina and the world 
was presented in the XII National Congress and V 
International Congress on Democracy of the National 
University of Rosario, Argentina.
“Fethullah Gülen: the enigmatic Turkish network reaches 
Argentina” is a book written by Pablo Kendikian, Director 
of Prensa Armenia news agency, in 2014, where he 
narrates the life and works of the Turkish preacher and 
the arrival of the Movement in Argentina.
The interest in the Gülen Movement skyrocketed in 
July, when President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
accused the cleric and his followers of having organized 
and carried out the coup against his government, 
initiating an unprecedented purge among police, 
military, teachers, judges, journalists and state officials 
suspected of belonging to the Gülen Movement or 
“Hizmet”.
The research was presented by professor at the 
University of San Andres, Khatchik DerGhougassian, 
who wrote the book’s foreword and the author Pablo 

AGBU is proud to announce its most recent addition to 
its cadre of internship programs in New York, London, 
Paris and Yerevan with the launch of the Buenos Aires 
Summer Internship Program (BASIP) in July 2017.
BASIP is the latest initiative designed to serve the needs 
of Armenian college students who are eager to learn 
about their heritage and develop hands-on professional 
development in the heart of South America. From its 
rich history and eclectic neighborhoods to its vibrant 
arts and culture scene, Buenos Aires is sure to provide 
BASIP participants a valuable and memorable internship 
experience.

Interns will be exposed to challenging and stimulating 
work environments in a wide variety of host organizations 
covering a range of career sectors, including finance, 
law, medicine, art and more.

The four-week program also provides opportunities to 
network with leading professionals and the AGBU Young 
Professionals (YP) Buenos Aires community, who will 
lead career workshops, discuss effective resume writing 
tips, advise on tips for successful job interviews and 
guide on social media use to stay relevant in the job 
market. Social events with the Buenos Aires Armenian 
community, including AGBU-sponsored winter mixers, 
are also planned.

As with all of AGBU’s Summer Internship Programs, 
participants will explore Argentina through various 
excursions and sightseeing trips, including a dinner 
show at the internationally known Señor Tango, a visit 
to the Teatro Colón (Colón Theatre) and a trip to the 
estancias (ranches) in San Antonio de Areco.
BASIP interns will be housed at the four-star Callao 
Suites ApartHotel in  Recoleta, located close to public 
transportation, parks and open spaces and landmarks, 
including the Museo de las Bellas Artes and Centro 
Cultural Recoleta (Recoleta Cultural Center).

Interested students can fill out an application for the 
program at http://agbu-internship.org/. The deadline to 
apply for the program is December 2. All participants 
must have an advanced proficiency of Spanish to 
participate in the program.

The AGBU Internship Program was launched in 1987 
with the flagship New York Summer Internship Program 
(NYSIP) to provide a foundation for participants to gain 
hands-on experience in their fields of interest and to 
create a venue for students to engage in meaningful 
exchanges through a series of cultural and social 
activities. The program boasts over 900 alumni and, 
together with the AGBU Young Professionals, collectively 
form the basis for a global network of successful 
professionals and future Armenian leaders.

“Fethullah” Book was Presented at the 
National University of Rosario

AGBU Launches 
Buenos Aires 
Summer 
Internship 
Program in 2017

Kendikian. “The merit of the research was to detail the 
scope of the Gülen Movement globally,” said Kendikian 
before a large audience. He added that the “parallel 
state” that is now denounced by President Erdogan 
was built with his permission. “Erdogan and Gülen 
were complementary in building the repressive state of 
Turkey today. They are two extremes of the same policy 
that is now turning against one of the parties,” said the 
author.
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Archaeologists Trace Artsakh’s 
Origins to 7th Century BC

Ohanesian’s ‘Orhan’s 
Inheritance’ a Finalist for 
Dayton Literary PrizeArmenians have had four 

viceroy seats, one of them in 
Artsakh. Archaeologists have 
discovered four viceroy bronze 
wands during excavations at 
Karmir Blur, archaeologist 
Hagop Simonian, Deputy 
Head of the Research Center 
of Historical-Cultural Legacy 
under the Ministry of Culture, 
told reporters Thursday. He 
said the findings unearthed 
from the site shed light on the 

pages of Armenian history that others want to dispute, reports ArmRadio.am.
The excavations that resumed in 2015 have revealed that back in the Urartian 
period Armenia was divided into provinces, each ruled by a viceroy. After the death 
of the latter the highest symbol of power – the scepter– has also been laid at the 
mausoleum.
“What’s most important is that it’s now proven that Artsakh was part of the United 
Kingdom of Van in the 8th to 7th centuries BC. The excavations come to refute all 
assertions that Artsakh has never been part of Armenia,” the archeologist said.
According to him, another importance of the findings is that they come to disperse 
the uncertainty regarding the origin of Urartians. “The Urartians were natives of the 
Ararat Valley,” he noted.
“I’m deeply confident that Urartu is an Armenian kingdom with its multi-layer 
population, where the Armenian element has been dominant,” Hagop Simonian said.
A number of different interesting items have been unearthed during the expedition. 
These include jewelry (necklaces, bracelets, cufflinks, buttons), also as a whole 
arsenal of weapons.
The findings comprise a huge material for anthropological research. With DNA tests 
it’s possible to reveal the illnesses the locals suffered from, calculate their life 
expectancy, study their beliefs and rituals.

Aline Ohanesian’s book, “Orhan’s Inheritance,” is among 12 finalists announced for 
the 2016 Dayton Literary Peace Prize — half for fiction, half for non-fiction. A winner 
and runner-up in each category will be announced Oct. 11. Winners receive a $10,000 
honorarium and runners-up receive $2,500.

Set against the backdrop of the Armenian Genocide, the book tells the story of Ohan, 
whose brilliant and eccentric grandfather, who built a dynasty out of making kilim 
rugs, is found dead in a vat of dye, Orhan inherits the decades-old business. But his 
grandfather’s will raises more questions than it answers. Kemal has left the family 
estate to a stranger thousands of miles away, an aging woman in a retirement home 
(Ararat Home of LA) in Los Angeles. Her existence and secrecy about her past only 
deepen the mystery of why Orhan’s grandfather would have left their home to this 
woman rather than to his own family.

Joining Ohanesian as finalists are “A Little Life” by Hanya Yanagihara; “Delicious 
Foods” by James Hannaham; “Green on Blue” by Elliot Ackerman; “The Sympathizer” 
by Viet Thanh Nguyen, and “Youngblood” by Matt Gallagher.

“Many of this year’s finalists explore the contradictory strength and fragility of the 
family bond, and the threat that external forces such as poverty, war, and prejudice 
can place on that bond,” said Sharon Rab, co-chair of the Dayton Literary Peace Prize 
Foundation. “Through these narratives we explore the sources of conflict within the 
family but also what our immediate relationships can teach us about healing and 
reconciliation in the larger world.”

The awards will be presented at a gala ceremony hosted by award-winning journalist 
Nick Clooney in Dayton on Nov. 20.

Last month, organizers of the event announced that novelist and essayist Marilynne 
Robinson will receive the 2016 Richard C. Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement 
Award. Holbrooke was the U.S. diplomat who helped negotiate the 1995 Dayton 
Peace Accords at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base that put an end to the three-and-
half-year-long Bosnian War.

The finalists for nonfiction: “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates; “Find 
Me Unafraid” by Kennedy Odede and Jessica Posner; “Nagasaki” by Susan Southard; 
“Showdown: Thurgood Marshall and the Supreme Court Nomination That Changed 
America” by Wil Haygood; “The Reason You Walk” by Wab Kinew, and “The Train to 
Crystal City” by Jan Jarboe Russell.

Inspired by the 1995 Dayton Peace Accords, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize was 
launched in 2006. It is the only literary peace prize awarded in the United States.
Finalists will be reviewed by a panel of prominent writers including Alexander Chee, 
Christine Schutt, Ruben Martinez and Evelyn McDonnell.

Armenia Received A Grand Prize 
At Moscow International Book Fair

Armenia presented its pavilion at the 29th Moscow International Book Fair, featuring children’s, 
educational and translations editions published over the last two years in the country. Publishers 
and authors participated in the event, Eduard Militonyan, Head of Union of Writers of Armenia told 
Panorama.am.
To note, over 500 publishers from Russia and 37 countries came together at the Russian Main 
Exhibition Complex to present the best examples of fiction, children’s, educational, and popular 
science literature. This year, there were 800 events held at ten thematic platforms, including 
meetings with well-known authors, actors and cultural figures, presentation of new editions, 
literary contests, concerts and theatrical presentations.
To Militonyan’s words, in the scope of the fair book presentations, meetings with foreign publishers 
were held; new arrangements among publishers and authors were reached.
He next informed that 8 books presented by the Armenian pavilion participated in different 
nomination, one of them  won CIS “Art of the Book” competition award.
“The History of Armenia” of Movses Khorenatsi illustrated by artist Van Khachatur received a 
Grand Prize. That is a notable occasion,” stressed Militonyan.
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Arts & Society

25 Paintings by 25 Renowned 
Armenian Painters Showcased 
at Exhibition Dedicated to the 
25th Anniversary of Armenia’s 
Independence in New York

Komitas and Medieval 
Music Culture conference 
commences on September 26

On September 21, RA Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Edward Nalbandian, who is 
on a working visit to New York, participated in 
the event dedicated to the 25th anniversary of 
Independence of the Republic of Armenia at the 
St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral of New York, as 
reported the press service of the RA Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
Primate of the U.S. Eastern Diocese of the 
Armenian Holy Apostolic Church, Archbishop 
Khazhak Parsamian and Primate of the U.S. 
Eastern Diocese of the Great House of Cilicia, 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloian said a prayer 
in observance of the 25th anniversary of 
Independence of the Republic of Armenia.
On this occasion, the halls of the St. Vartan 
Armenian Cathedral hosted an exhibition 
showcasing 25 paintings by 25 renowned 
Armenian painters. In observance of the 25thanniversary of Independence, Armenian 
musicians performed the works of Komitas, Aram Khachaturian, Alexander Harutyunian and 
other renowned Armenian composers.

 With the support of the Armenian 
Ministry of Culture, Komitas Museum-
Institute will hold Komitas and 
Medieval Music Culture conference-
festival on September 26-October 8, 
dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the 
Independence of Armenia.

According to public relations department 
of the ministry, the conference-festival will be an unprecedented event in the history 
of the studies of Komitas music in terms of equipment, software, communications 
and prestigious international scientists involved.

The opening ceremony of the festival will be held on September 26 at Aram 
Khachaturian Concert Hall.
Musicians from Armenia, France, Japan will perform during the ceremony. Hover 
State Chamber Choir of Armenia, State Chamber Choir of Armenian, Yerevan State 
Chamber Choir, State Academic Choir of Armenia, Anahit Papian (soprano), Hasmik 
Torosyan (soprano), Irina Zakaryan (soprano) will also perform during the concert.

The opening ceremony of the international conference will be held on September 27.

famous French-Armenian singer Charles Aznavour will give three exclusive concerts in the 
Palais de Sports (Palace of Sports) of Paris.
The concerts will be held on December 21, 26 and 28, 2016, the singer writes on Facebook.

Charles Aznavour To Give Three 
Exclusive Concerts In Paris


