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Armenia’s Government approved the proposal to sign number 9 amendment of assistance agreement over “More 
competitive and diversified private sector” between the governments of Armenia and the US, reports “Armenpress”.
Minister of Economic Development and Investments Suren Karayan said it is expected to allocate additional 4 
million 800.000 USD finance, in case of which the total amount of grants provided by the US will comprise 61 
million 136.000 USD.
“According to the information by the USAID, 4.8 million USD will be allocated to finance the ongoing 6 programs, 
particularly, “Partnership for Rural Prosperity”, “Advanced Rural Development Initiative”, “Cultural Tourism in 
Armenia”, “Support for Agribusiness Teaching Center”, the Minister said.

President of Armenia Serj Sarksian sent a congratulatory 
letter to Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov on being reelected as 
President of Turkmenistan, press service of the President’s 
Office told “Armenpress”.
President Sarksian wished President Berdimuhamedov good 
health, success and prosperity, and peace and welfare to the 
friendly Turkmenistan. Highlighting the recent achievements 
recorded in Turkmenistan in the fields of state-building, 
social-economic sectors, as well as in the international 
arena, Serj Sarksian stated that all this provided President 
Berdimuhamedov a pan-national support and trust.
The Armenian President highly appreciated the unchanged 
attention of the President of Turkmenistan on issues related 
to the further deepening of the Armenian-Turkmen cooperation 
which is based on firm traditions of friendship and mutual 
respect, and expressed confidence that the bilateral mutual 
cooperation will further enrich with new large-scale projects 
due to joint efforts.

An Azerbaijani lawmaker blames France for pro-Armenian 
position and urges to send a note to Paris over President 
Francois Hollande’s recent statement on Nagorno Karabakh.
MP Azay Guliyev on Tuesday criticized French President 
Hollande’s latest comments on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, 
calling on Baku to send a note of protest to Paris.  He believes 
“France supports Armenia in violation of the norms of 
international law.”
Addressing the Parliament’s plenary sitting, the MP described 
Hollande’s recent statement on self-determination for 
Karabakh as a “non-constructive” step, reports Armradio.am.
He said “France is a country which has the closest relationship 
with Armenia” and noted that French citizens constitute the 

majority of those visiting Nagorno Karabakh.
The comments come after French President Francois 
Hollande’s remarks at the annual dinner with the Coordinating 
Council of the Armenian Organizations of France.  Addressing 
the meeting Francois Hollande announced plans to discuss 
the Karabakh issue with Armenia’s President Serj Sarksian 
during the latter’s visit to France in March. He emphasized 
the urgency of finding a way out of the conflict “because the 
murderous clashes that occurred during those terrible days 
of April 2 to 5 remind us that deaths are reported in Nagorno-
Karabakh almost every day.”
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Nalbandian, Mammadyarov 
Meet in MunichHayastan Fund US Western Region Affiliate 

Continues to Support Disabled War Veterans

Inter-agency Commission 
to Solve Issues of Bordering 
Communities Established 
Chaired by Defense Minister

Armenian and Azerbaijani Foreign Ministers Edward 
Nalbandian and Elmar Mammadyarov met OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs in Munich, announced the spokesman of 
Armenia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The meeting was set to discuss the Nagorno-Karabakh 
(Artsakh) Republic peace process. Asbarez will report on the 
details of this meeting as soon as it becomes available.
Earlier on Thursday, Nalbandian met the Minsk Group Co-
Chairs−Igor Popov, Stéphane Visconti and Richard Hoagland−
as well as Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk, the Personal 
Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office separately, 
and highlighted Azerbaijan’s continuous violations of the 
1994-1995 trilateral ceasefire agreements, threatening to 
solve the issue militarily, thus defying the commitments of 
the Minsk Group Co-Chair countries.
According to the press statement by the Foreign Ministry, 
the parties stressed that it is necessary to implement the 
agreements reached at the 2016 Vienna and Saint Petersburg 
summits in order to peacefully advance the Artsakh conflict.
Later in the day, Mammadyarov also had a meeting with the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs.
Nalbandian’s visit to Germany on February 16 is part of his 
participation in the two-day Munich Security Conference.

Through its Assistance to Disabled Freedom Fighters program, 
which was launched three years ago, Hayastan Fund’s US 
Western Region affiliate continues to help improve the lives of 
Artsakh War veterans who have physical disabilities.
The program was initiated by Hrant Tumasian of Los Angeles, 
a severely wounded Artsakh War veteran who is keenly 

According to Prime Minister Garen Garabedian’s 
decision, an interagency commission was established 
aimed at solving issues, subject to coordination, in the 
bordering communities, reports “Armenpress”.
The PM’s decision is posted on egov.am.
Defense Minister Viken Sarksian is the Chair of 
interagency commission.
The Commission must submit proposals within three 
months aimed at solving the economic and other issues 
of bordering villages, as well as proposals on issues 
related to construction of dams outside the schools 
and kindergartens of the bordering communities, 
construction of shelters to be protected by the Azerbaijani 
shelling, providing weapons to the community residents 
in case of escalation of the situation, improvement of 
roads leading to agricultural lands, as well as planning 
investment programs in the bordering communities.

 

The United States warned Azerbaijan on Thursday against 
forcing the closure of the Yerevan office of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.
The office has been facing an uncertain future since Baku 
vetoed recently a further extension of its activities, strongly 
objecting to a humanitarian demining program implemented 
by it in Armenia.
The Azerbaijani delegation to the OSCE headquarters in 
Vienna insisted in a January statement that the program 
“can strengthen the capacity and skills of relevant Armenian 
structures” in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It accused 
Armenia of seeking to “misuse the OSCE Office in Yerevan 
against legitimate interests of Azerbaijan.”

News from the World

Azerbaijan Unhappy With Francois Hollande’s 
Statement On Self-Determination For Karabakh

U.S. Warns Azerbaijan Over OSCE Office In Yerevan

“So we have to act. We must act, first of all, to stop 
hostilities when they happen – this is what we did with our 
Russian and American partners: there was a halt to the 
fighting, the opening of a dialogue , a truce. But we cannot 
be satisfied with a truce, because the ceasefire is not the 
solution. We must open real negotiations for the resolution 
of the conflict. It would be a serious mistake, once again, to 
consider that the situation has stabilized. We need to find 
elements of conflict resolution. We know them; they have 
been fixed; these are the Madrid principles – I will not state 
them here – but we know that they will lead, if they are 
applied, to the self-determination of Nagorno-Karabakh,” 
Hollande stated, in part.
“This was the first time a President of the OSCE Minsk Group 
co-chairing country declares that if applied, the Madrid 
Principles will lead to the self-determination of Nagorno-

Karabakh,” said Kayts Minasian,  analyst at the Center of 
Strategic Studies of France, said in an interview with Public 
Radio of Armenia. Accoridng to him, no President had done 
it before.
“President Hollande spoke about the principle of the right 
of peoples to self-determination, withouteven referring to 
the other ones. Surely, other principles are also included in 
the Madrid Principles, but he didn’t speak about territorial 
integrity,” said Minasian, who was present at the dinner.
Commenting on Azerbaijan’s anger over the statement, the 
expert said: “Azerbaijan has recently suffered three defeats 
on the diplomatic fields.  First, France’s current Interior 
Minster is on Azerbaijan’s black list for having visited 
Nagorno Karabakh two years ago. The second defeat was 
President Hollande’s statement. The third defeat was the 
refusal of the French Court to accept a complaint from 
Azerbaijan against MP Francois Rochebloine, a friend of 
Armenians.”

aware of the difficulties faced by fellow disabled comrades in 
Armenia and Artsakh. With the support of fund’s US Western 
Region affiliate, Tumasian coordinates the purchase and 
transportation of various mobility aids and vehicles modified 
for those with disabilities due to neck, back, and other injuries.
To date, 15 specially modified vehicles, as well as a complement 
of mobility aids including adjustable electric beds; custom 
mattresses, pillows, and chairs; electric wheelchairs; portable 
oxygen concentrators and pumps; and other essential items 
have been donated to war veterans in order to help make their 
lives a bit easier.
“These freedom fighters, who have selflessly served our 
homeland, must be provided with everything they need to be 
independent and active, and to live with dignity,” said Sarkis 
Kotanjian, executive director of Hayastan Fund US Western 
Region affiliate, who added that the fund plans to ship several 
modified vehicles to Armenia and Artsakh this year.

Armenia has shrugged off those allegations, saying that 
Azerbaijan is simply trying to force the OSCE to close the 
Yerevan office, having itself shut down in 2015 a similar OSCE 
office in Baku. OSCE decisions on opening such missions 
and extending their mandate have to be approved by all 57 
member states of the organization.
Baku did not drop its objections even after the Armenian 
government apparently agreed later in January to exclude 
demining from a wide range of OSCE activities in Armenia.
“We are very concerned by the situation regarding the OSCE 
Office in Yerevan,” said Kate Byrnes, the charge d’affaires of 
the U.S. mission to the OSCE.
“This office, like all OSCE field missions and institutions, is an 
important element of the work done by this organization to 
assist participating states with the implementation of their 
OSCE commitments,” Byrnes said at a meeting of the OSCE’s 
Permanent Council in Vienna.
“Should the Office in Yerevan be forced to close, this will reflect 
poorly on Azerbaijan and its government’s commitment to the 
OSCE,” she warned. “We urge the government of Azerbaijan 
to constructively engage in finding a compromise solution as 
soon as possible that will allow the office in Yerevan to remain 
open.”
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Armenian Member of Turkish Parliament Garo Paylan 
of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) recently wrote 
the following op-ed for Istanbul-based biweekly Agos 
newspaper. Below is the English translation.

***
Last week, I was in Berlin for attending the conference 
organized in memory of Hrant Dink. The day after the 
conference, I had a meeting with a group of deputies in 
the Bundestag (Parliament). When I entered Reichstag 
building where Bundestag is located, I heard a very nice 
piano melody. I asked the people who welcomed me 
where the melody was coming from. “From the hall of 
general assembly,” they answered.
I couldn’t help to peek inside the hall. They said that 
there was an event for commemorating the Holocaust. 
The hall was full. All deputies, Chancellor Merkel, 
and ministers were present at the hall of the General 
Assembly. All of the parliament warmly applauded this 
piano recital and speeches in memory of the Holocaust.
I must admit my envy. The German Parliament was 
commemorating the victims of the great crime that was 
committed by Nazi government. I was coming from an 
entirely different atmosphere; from my country, where 
the atrocities of yesterday haven’t been acknowledged 
and the atrocities of today go on with impunity… I felt 
sorry for my country and went to the meeting with teary 
eyes…
Just a week before this meeting, I was banned 
from Turkish Parliament because I mentioned what 
happened to my people at the end ofOTTOMAN  period. 
While I, as an Armenian deputy, wasn’t allowed to speak 
about 102-years-old sins, all German deputies, leftists, 
rightists, members of the ruling and opposing parties, 
were sitting side by side with great self-confidence in 
confronting their mistakes. And none of them were 
thinking that they were defaming German identity as a 
result.
The Constitution That Odyan Wrote
In Turkey, looking at the pages of the history is getting 
more and more difficult. Let me tell you how I experienced 
it. One week before the commemoration event in Berlin, 
I began to talk about the proposed constitutional 
amendments by saying, “We are about to make a 
historic mistake.” I said, “We long for a social contract, 
which everyone living in our common homeland can call 
‘my constitution’.”
My purpose was to take the deputies back to the days 
when the constitution was discussed in theOTTOMAN  
period. I wanted to remind them of the mistakes that 
were made then. In fact, few people know that our 
first constitution was written in 1876 by a committee 
consisting of various identities. [Member of Ottoman  
Parliament] Krikor Odyan was the one who wrote it. The 
constitution was suspended by Sultan Abdulhamid and 
a period of autocracy started, which continued until 
1908. And you know the rest… Seeking democracy, the 
coup by Talat and Enver, and the great disaster…

Paylan: Let’s Correct This Historic Mistake Before It’s Too Late

Today, the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) defines the 
proposed amendments that had been discussed in the 
parliament as “the constitution of the Turkish nation.” 
It frightens me, because Talat and Enver had a similar 
mentality when they tried to implement the constitution 
of the Turkish nation. They regarded some people as 
acceptable citizens, while they ignored others. In fact, 
they even  exterminated some of the people. During 
1913-1923, great massacres, genocides, population 
exchanges, and pogroms took place. We lost majority of 
Armenian, Syriac, Greek, and Jewish people.
However, when I told about these facts in the parliament, 
all hell broke loose. An unprecedented punishment was 
imposed on me because I said “genocide.” I was banned 
from the discussions for three sessions. My speech was 
deleted from the parliamentary minutes.
Many of my friends who read about the incident on 
internet said, “Garo, you are right, but is this the right 
time to speak about the genocide? We are heading 
towards a dictatorial regime.” This was understandable, 
because media was making a fuss about the word 
“genocide.” My two cognates made statements to the 
press and said that they found my speech “irrelevant 
and untimely.” I wasn’t surprised. Some people just 
bow down in times like these. Fear and worry are 
understandable feelings.
“Well Then, You Name It”
My purpose was not to say “genocide” at all costs, in 
the midst of the uproar caused by the discussion on 
the amendments. In fact, I have said “genocide” and 
“Armenian Genocide” many times in parliament. There 
was no trouble before. This time again, I called what 
happened to my people “genocide” just like I always do.
However, something different happen: insults and 
crisis. I said, “Well then, you name it,” to the ones who 
objected me. That night, the MHP threatened the [ruling] 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) not to support the 
proposed amendments if I was not punished. Thus, I was 
banned from the parliament with the votes of the AKP, 
MHP, and the Republican People’s Party (CHP). I was 
subjected to the lynching campaign of the nationalist 
front.
I didn’t intend to cause controversy; my purpose was 
to make people learn from the past and prevent them 
from making the same mistakes. I wanted to talk about 
how the process of writing a constitution at the end of 
theOTTOMAN  period led a pluralist society to a mentality 
of homogeneity, about the abuses and disasters caused 
by one-man-regimes, and about what all of this mean to 
us, who are trying to write a constitution in 2017.
I know very well that what happened to my grandfather 
and the great disasters took place in Anatolia were 
caused by the mistakes that politicians like us made. 
A system that abolishes the parliament would recreate 
the dreadful atmosphere created by Talat and Enver 
who abolished the same parliament. The proposed 
constitution makes the government dependent on 

one person; it imposes ideology of homogeneity. This 
is nothing but the repetition of the disasters that took 
place in the past.
I am aware of it and not talking about it would make me 
feel like I am betraying this country, these lands, and the 
people that I live with.
We Can Win Together
I am worried. The parliament that took action for “writing 
the constitution of the Turkish nation,” imprisoned 
Kurdish deputies with great enthusiasm and doesn’t 
have enough confidence to let its members vote secretly; 
no good can come of this.
Think about it. The Christian and Jewish peoples, who 
constituted 40% in the past, are just one out of 1,000 
now, because of a mentality seeking for homogeneity. 
We suffered gravely. However, it is not only us; everyone 
is missing something. Everyone is tainted because of 
the mistakes of a couple of men.
For me, the problem is not only about the violation of my 
freedom of expression in the parliament, disrespect to 
the elected will, or whether I cannot use that word. These 
are IMPORTANT, of course, but what really matters is 
this: Turkey is determined to take the path about which 
its own history warns, is heading at full speed towards 
intolerance and an authoritarian regime that lacks a 
mechanism of balance and control.
The ones who will be ignored by the new period will 
either lapse into silence or revolt, or they will simply 
leave the country. Just like 100 years ago, the country 
will be damaged and impaired. We might live in a period 
during which we all lose.
However, we can win together.
On these tormented lands, in which we buried Hrant 
Dink 10 years ago, everyone lives in the restlessness 
of a dove. This restlessness is not groundless. We 
Armenians know it too well. That is why I am addressing 
you, the majority.
Let’s correct this historic mistake before it’s too late.
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The Armenian Authorities 
Received a Request From 
Azereijani Family For 
Temporary Asylum

“The Armenian authorities received a request from Shahin 
Mirzoev for temporary asylum, since as a member of Talish 
Cultural Council, Talish freedom movement, journalist at 
the “Tolishi Sado” newspaper, he was obliged to flee from 
Azerbaijan due to the persecutions against ethnic and 
religious minorities and gross violations of their rights, and 
to arrive to Armenia with his family.
Armenian authorities reacted positively to the request 
of Shahin Mirzoev”, says the statement of the RA MFA 
spokesperson.
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‘Women of 1915’ to Premiere at Sonoma 
State University 

Armenian Genocide Commemoration to be Held in Times 
Square on April 23

German 
Constitutional Court 
Rejects Complaint 
Regarding 
Armenian Genocide 
Recognition 

The Sonoma State University (SSU) Holocaust and 
Genocide Lecture Series sponsored by the Armenian 
Genocide Memorial Lecture Fund, Center for the Study 
of the Holocaust and Genocide at SSU, and the Alliance 
for the Study of the Holocaust and Genocide at SSU 
will present the Bay Area Premiere of the Women of 
1915 documentary for the annual Armenian Genocide 
Memorial Lecture on Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at 
4pm to 5:50pm at Warren Auditorium in Ives Hall on 
the SSU campus. This event which is part of the 34th 
Annual Holocaust and Genocide guest lecture series is 
free and open to the public.
Produced by filmmaker Bared Maronian from the 
Armenoid Team, the Women of 1915 is the first 
documentary to unveil the role of the Armenian women 
of the era and the horrors they lived through the first 
massive genocide of the 20th century. The documentary 
highlights the integral role the Armenian women 
played in their respective communities and the heroic, 
humanitarian women advocates who came to their aid 
from around the world, and some who even died at the 
war-ravaged Ottoman Empire to empower the Armenian 
women as pillars of war-torn, post-Genocide societies.
 
Bared Maronian’s opening sequence of the Women of 
1915 has been nominated by the National Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) 40th Annual 

The Constitutional Court of Germany rejected Turkish 
lawyer Ramazan Akbashi’s complaint on cancelling 
the Bundestag decision on recognizing the Armenian 
Genocide, Doghan reports, as to Armenpress.am.
“The Constitutional Court gave the following response: 
“The Constitutional Court didn’t accept the complaint 
for study. The plaintiff hasn’t presented enough 
grounds regarding the violation of fundamental rights 
or equivalent to it”. We already have the Court’s ruling”, 
Akbash said.
The German Parliament recognized the Armenian 
Genocide on June 2, 2016.

Thousands will gather in New York’s Times Square (43rd 
St./Broadway) to commemorate the 102nd anniversary 
commemoration of the Armenian Genocide On April 23, 
2-4 p.m. In recognition of Genocide Awareness Month 
in April, Holocaust Remembrance Day will also be 
commemorated, along with other genocides committed in 
contemporary history, Armenianweekly reports.
This powerful event, free and open to the public, will 
honor the 1.5 million Armenians who were massacred by 
the Young Turk Government of the Ottoman Empire and 
the millions of victims of genocide worldwide. Speakers 
will include well-known artists, politicians, academics 
and humanitarians. Dr. Rachel Goshgarian, Professor of 
History at Lafayette College and Armen McOmber, Esq. 
will preside over the program. The theme of this year’s 
commemoration is “Turkey is Guilty of Genocide: Denying 
the Undeniable is a Crime.”
The 102nd Armenian Genocide Commemoration is 
organized by the Mid-Atlantic chapters of the Knights 
& Daughters of Vartan (www.kofv.org), an international 
Armenian fraternal organization headquartered in the 
United States, and co-sponsored by the Armenian National 

Suncoast Regional Emmy® Awards among its Craft 
Achievement Nominees for directing. Already a four-
time Emmy award winner, this is Maronian’s first Emmy 
nomination as a director.
The documentary has already been awarded the Armin 
T. Wegner Humanitarian Award and won the following 
awards at the Canadian Pomegranate Film Festival:
•Best Documentary Award 2016
•Audience Choice Award 2016
•Golden Pom Achievement Award 2016

As the founder of the Armenoid Team, Bared Maronian 
specializes in producing thematically Armenian 
documentaries, and has produced three Armenian 
films. Maronian is a graduate of Haigazian University 
with a major in Political Science, and has attended 
Palm Beach State College of Florida and the Broadcast 
Career Institute of Palm Beach, Florida.
For further information about this SSU screening of 
Women of 1915, please email Christyne Davidian at 
christyne57@gmail.com. For other SSU Holocaust and 
Genocide Lectures, go tosonoma.edu/holocaust.

Committee of America (ANCA), the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union (AGBU), the Armenian Assembly of 
America, and the Armenian Council of America and the 
Armenian Democratic League-Ramgavars.
Participating organizations include the Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of America, Prelacy of the Armenian 
Church of America, Armenian Missionary Association 

of America (AMAA), Armenian Catholic Eparchy for U.S. 
and Canada, the Armenian Church Youth Organization of 
America (ACYOA), the Armenian Youth Federation (AYF-
YOARF), Armenian youth organizations and university 
Armenian clubs.
For more information, please visit, www.kofv.org/main/
april232017/.
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Zorian Institute 
Responds to 
Cavusoglu’s Call for 
‘Joint Commission’ 
to Study Armenian 
Genocide

Argentina MP Submits Bill To Criminalize 
Armenian Genocide Denial

Armenian Genocide Centennial Plaque 
Unveiled at LA City Hall

In response to the Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu calling on Armenia to set up a joint commission 
to study the events of 1915, the Zorian Institute has the 
following response: As they say, “This is déjà vu all over 
again.”
Calls for Armenia to set up a joint commission to study 
the events of 1915 have become the modus operandi 
for the Turkish government for years. Cavusoglu’s recent 
statement merely echoes that of his predecessors, 
former Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in 2014 when he was the Prime 
Minister. Every year, a few months before April 24th, when 
resolutions appear before government bodies around 
the world , especially the US Congress, the high-ranking 
officials of Turkey make the same call. They claim to want 
to study those events to find out what really happened.
This is nothing but a public relations stratagem to make 
it appear that Turkey is open-minded and willing to 
normalize relations with Armenia.
Such calls ignore the fact that in 2003, the Turkish-
Armenian Reconciliation Commission (“TARC”) at the 
time requested The International Center for Transitional 
Justice to examine the events of 1915 as a case of 
genocide. The ICTJ issued its finding that “the Events, 
viewed collectively, can thus be said to include all of 
the elements of the crime of genocide as defined in the 
Convention, and legal scholars as well as historians, 
politicians, journalists and other people would be justified 
in continuing to so describe them.” The Turkish members 
of the Commission rejected this finding and broke TARC 
apart. In 2010, the United States, Switzerland, and other 
countries tried to broker the signing of protocols between 
Turkey and Armenia, whose border between them is 
closed, and who do not have diplomatic relations with 
one another. Despite the signing with much fanfare in 
Switzerland, the Turkish government has refused to ratify 
the agreement to this day.
Renowned Turkish scholar, Prof. Taner Akçam of Clark 
University, published in the preface to his awardwinning 
book, The Young Turks’ Crime against Humanity: The 
Armenian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in theOTTOMAN  
Empire, after years of studying official documents from 
the German, Ottoman , and other archives, the following 
statement: Far from conflicting with one another, the 
sources are in fact complementary: they tell the same 

Deputy of Argentina parliament Nilda Garre submitted 
a bill to criminalize denialism in Argentina this week, a 
project that would include the Armenian Genocide denial 
as Garre confirmed in an interview with Prensa Armenia, 
reports News.am.
The project, which is based on the legislation of a number 
of European countries, plans to include in the Criminal 
Code the criminalization to anyone who “publicly denied, 
minimized, justified and/or approved any form of genocide 
or crimes against humanity.”
The proposal claims to be compatible with freedom 

On February 13, Los Angeles City Councilmember Paul 
Krekorian unveiled the official plaque of the LA City Hall 
pomegranate tree to mark the commemoration of the 
Centennial anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. In 
April 2015, Krekorian planted the first pomegranate tree 
on City Hall’s lawn and launched the Armenian Genocide 
Memorial Tree Project, which planted 100 pomegranate 
trees in parks in each of the city’s 15 Council Districts. 
Councilmember Krekorian was joined by Archpriest of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church Western Diocese Arshag 
Kahatchadourian, and Executive Officer and Chief of Staff 
of the Department of Recreation Parks Anthony-Paul Diaz 
at the plaque dedication ceremony.
The plaque reads: “The City of Los Angeles Commemorates 
the Armenian Genocide Centennial: 1915-2015. This tree 
was planted by Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilmember 
Paul Krekorian on the occasion of the commemoration of 
the centennial.”
“The pomegranate is one of the most recognizable 

of expression “when justified in protecting the rights of 
victims, in maintaining public order or national security, or 
to prohibit the apology of hatred and violence.”
Nilda Garre is a Deputy of the Front for Victory party. She 
was Minister of Defense during the term of late President 
Nestor Kirchner and was later appointed Minister 
of Security under the mandate of President Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner. Garre is currently the Argentine 
Representative for the Organization of American States.
The project arose in the context of statements of two 
officials of the current government, who issued denial 
statements about the genocide committed by the last 
Argentine military dictatorship, and that the country’s 
judiciary has already determined that those were crimes 
against humanity.
“The National Congress passed Law 26,199 in 2006 
recognizing the genocide of which the Armenian people 
were victims. Consequently it is clear that this is included 
in the project we propose,» said Nilda Garre in an interview 
with Prensa Armenia.
When asked about the recent visit of Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu to Argentina, she said that 
“I am not clear how Turkey could react. What I do know 
is that the Argentine Republic is a sovereign nation and 
the National Congress is the representation of one of its 
powers.”

symbols in Armenian culture. In the wake of the Armenian 
Genocide, the pomegranate became a symbol of hope, 
rebirth, and survival of a nation,” said Councilmember 
Krekorian. “With the help of community members and 
my city colleagues, I planted this tree in 2015 to mark 
the commemoration of the Centennial of the Armenian 
Genocide. Anyone who visits City Hall will see the 
pomegranate tree and this memorial plaque as an 
enduring symbol of the Armenian people’s culture and 
history.”
****
Los Angeles City Councilmember Paul Krekorian, the 
first Armenian-American to be elected to city office in Los 
Angeles, is chair of the Budget and Finance Committee 
and represents Council District 2, which includes the east 
San Fernando Valley. He is also on the Metro and Metrolink 
boards of directors. His website is paulkrekorian.org, 
where you can sign up for news updates. Visit him on 
Twitter (@PaulKrekorian) or Facebook. Page 06
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All-ASA ‘Stain of Denial’ Silent Protest 
Takes Over Campuses Nationwide 

President Francois Hollande attends 
annual dinner with Armenians of France

Page 05

Armenian 
Genocide 100 + 2

Zorian Institute 
Responds to 
Cavusoglu’s Call for 
‘Joint Commission’ 
to Study Armenian 
Genocide
story but from different points of view…. Taken in their 
entirety, Ottoman and Western archives jointly confirm 
that the ruling party CUP did deliberately implement a 
policy of ethnoreligious homogenization of Anatolia that 
aimed to destroy the Armenian population.

On June 2, 2016, Germany’s parliament, the Bundestag, 
voted to declare the mass killings of Armenians by 
Ottoman Turks in 1915 a genocide. The resolution was 
introduced by Cem Ozdemir, a German parliamentarian 
of Turkish origin. There were at least one dozen other 
German deputies of Turkish origin who co-signed the 
Resolution with all parliamentarians voting in favor except 
one. The Turkish president, Erdogan, quickly denounced 
the resolution and recalled his Ambassador from 
Berlin. Part of the resolution reads as follows: By order 
of the Young Turk regime, the planned expulsion and 
extermination of over a million ethnic Armenians began 
in the Ottoman city of Constantinople on April 24, 1915. 
Their fate exemplifies the history of mass extermination, 
ethnic cleansing, expulsions, and yes, of genocides, 
which marked the 20th century in such a horrific way. We 
are aware of the uniqueness of the Holocaust, for which 
Germany bears guilt and responsibility.

The Bundestag regrets the inglorious role of the German 
Empire, which, as a principal ally of theOTTOMAN  Empire, 
did not try to stop these crimes against humanity, 
despite explicit information regarding the organized 
expulsion and extermination of Armenians, including 
also from German diplomats and missionaries…. The 
German Empire bears partial complicity in the events. 
Turkey has already rejected the finding of the ICTJ, an 
internationally respected organization headed by the 
renowned Elie Wiesel. It has harassed and persecuted 
Prof. Taner Akçam. Now, given Germany’s acceptance 
and admission of its own complicity in the Armenian 
Genocide in collaboration with its political and military 
ally, the Ottoman Empire, why propose another joint 
commission? President Erdogan, himself, has publicly 
stated that he will never accept that Turkey committed 
genocide. Under the circumstances, it is hard to believe 
Cavusoglu’s claim that “…we will accept any revelation.
”
Rather than go through the sham of a joint commission, 
it would be more practical and constructive for Turkey to 
open its border with Armenia, establish normal diplomatic 
relations with its neighbor, stop harassing its scholars 
and writers and jailing its journalists, and accept the very 
well established historical record, and admit its guilt in 
the Armenian Genocide, as its own ally, Germany, has 
done.

On Thursday, February 9th, the All-Armenian Student 
Association (All-ASA) coordinated the annual “Stain of 
Denial” silent protest against the continuous denial of 
the Armenian Genocide. As reports Asbarez.com, the 
protests were simultaneously held by ASA chapters and 
affiliated organizations on their respective college and 
university campuses. “Stain of Denial” was initiated in 
2011 as a silent protest in order to raise awareness of the 
ongoing denial of the Armenian Genocide and the need for 
recognition and reparations.
The students, faculty, and community members who 
participated on Thursday stressed that the Armenian 
Genocide is not an issue only reserved for the month of 
April, but it has a profound effect on Armenians every day. 
Whereas April 24th is traditionally the day that the world 
commemorates the Armenian Genocide, the memory of 
the genocide and its ensuing denial continues to be a daily 
struggle. The All-ASA prioritizes this campaign because 
Armenian students in college, where the free interchange 
of ideas and perspectives is encouraged, continuously find 
that the denial of their history is an injustice that they are 
blatantly faced with.
The participating ASA’s have continuously increased 
throughout the years. This year, Armenian students from 
various schools in the West coast, East coast, and Canada 
organized on their respective campuses. The participating 
schools in this years protests were: UC San Diego, UC 
Riverside, UC Los Angeles, UC Santa Barbara, UC Irvine, 
Glendale Community College, Pasadena Community 
College, Occidental College, University of Southern 
California, Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Northridge, Woodbury 
University, Massachussets College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, Wentworth Institute of Technology, Emmanel 
College, Boston University, Northeastern University, Tufts 
University, Suffolk University, Yale University, and Princeton 
University. For the first time, the protests reached an 
international scope, with participation from the following 
Canadian universities: University of Ottawa, Carleton 
University, and the University of Montreal. Members from 
the following organization also participated: ARF Shant 
Student Association, Armenian Youth Federation, Alpha 

French President Francois Hollande had an annual dinner with 
the Coordinating Council of the Armenian Organizations of 
France (CCAF).
In his last dinner with CCAF in the capacity of the President 
of France, Francois Hollande referred to the decision of the 
Constitutional Council to revoke certain amendments to the 
Equality and Citizenship Act, including those related to the 
criminalization of genocide denial, Nouvelles d’Armenie reports.
“To deny the massacres of yesterday is to authorize the 
massacres of today,” Hollande said. “I welcome the quality 
of the work of Jean-Paul Costa, which was the basis for an 

Gamma Alpha, and Alpha Epsilon Omega.
Thousands of Armenian students, community members, 
and faculty, both Armenian and non-Armenian, took a 
stand and reiterated that the Armenian Genocide is not 
just a “day in April,” but a year-round struggle for justice.
The campaign also included an online component, as 
those who were not able to attend raised awareness 
through social media, by incorporating the hashtags 
#StainofDenial, #ArmenianGenocide, and #DivestTurkey 
into their online posts. While the protests highlighted the 
history of the Armenian Genocide and the consequences 
that still continue, it also raised awareness of the 
#DivestTurkey initiative. This included education about 
resolutions that ASAs have passed through their student 
government councils, including both Armenian Genocide 
recognition and divestment bills, the latter of which targets 
over $70 million of University of California funds allocated 
toward the Turkish government.
The All-Armenian Student Association (All-ASA) works 
to unite various Armenian-American college student 
organizations and serve the greater Armenian-American 
community through cultural, social, educational, and 
activist programming. As the largest confederation of ASAs 
in the nation, All-ASA is dedicated to collaboration among 
its constituent organizations, leadership development of 
its members, and community service.

amendment during the debate on the Equality and Citizenship 
Act,” said Francois Hollande, and stressed that “it is necessary 
to continue to act.” He described it as “a fight for truth, not for 
a cause.”
He then announced that a mission was launched last October 
by education minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem and chaired 
by Vincent Duclert to look for measures to “institute a day of 
National commemoration of all genocides, war crimes and thus 
the Armenian genocide.”
Francois Hollande said Armenian President Serj Sarksian will 
visit Paris next month. “2017 marks the 25th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between France and Armenia. I invited 
President Sarksian to pay an official visit to Paris. It will take 
place on March 8, Women’s Day. It will provide an opportunity to 
discuss economic, cultural and academic co-operation, to hold 
discussions on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, because France 
has a special responsibility.”
Lastly, he stressed the contribution of the French Armenians 
to the Republic. “We are here to talk about the best of France. 
Because you are the best of France,” he told Armenians.
Even beyond the month of May, I will always be at your side, as 
I have always been. I will not have the same responsibility, but 
I will have the same conviction,” Francois Hollande concluded.
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Arts & Society

UNESCO supports Matenadaran 
to celebrate 350th anniversary 
of Bible’s first edition

Armenian Pops Orchestra 
to Perform ‘Sounds of the 
Diaspora’ on March 26 

“Soap For Hope.” 
Organic Soaps Are Being 
Produced In Goghtanik 
Village Of Artsakh

The resident of Goghtanik 
village, Kashatagh region 
Lilit Donoian produces 
organic soaps and other 
cosmetics, using exclusively 
organic materials.
Last year, she presented a 
program development to 
Ecolab capacity to produce 
organic soaps and idea of 
establishing a community of 

“creativity”, which was supported.
Lilit Donoian named this project “Soap for Hope.”  She also attended the conference held 
in Croatia with this theme. As a part of the conference the book of scientific articles was 
published.
In the manufacture of soaps she uses exclusively organic materials, adding oranges, 
grapefruit, cinnamon, lavender, chamomile, sea buckthorn, juniper leaves and other plants.
There are special developed recipes for producing the soaps.  They are not used only for 
cleaning, but are also useful for various skin problems.
“Now we are producing soaps for different skin problems,” she said.
Donoian was born in Armavir region, but  since 1997 she lives  in  Goghtanik village of 
Kashatagh region. She worked in the local school.  She said that “Soap for Hope” is only a 
part of the innovation program.
Proceeds from the sale of soap provided to Goghtanik school children, for the future of 
“Creativity” which will enable the community to develop children’s creativity and abilities, 
awakening new hopes in them.

2017 Matenadaran, the Institute of Ancient Manuscripts, with the support of UNESCO 
will organize a series of events to celebrate the 350th anniversary of the first edition 
of the Armenian Bible. The Director of Matenadaran Vahan Ter-Ghevondian told 
NEWS.am, that Matenadaran received that assistance at the end of 2016.
According to him, the publication of the Bible in Armenian is a remarkable event 
not only for Armenians but also worldwide. The celebration program has three 
components: exhibition of antique books, publication of the research dedicated to 
350th anniversary of the Armenian print Bible, and a conference. The main events 
will start in June and will last until the end of the year.
The first Bible printed in Armenian was published in Amsterdam in 1666-1668 by 
Voskan Yerevantsy. This is one of the best examples of the ancient books published in 
Armenian and one of the most valuable publications of the Bible in the world.

The Armenian Pops Orchestra, conducted by Greg Hosharian, will perform on Sunday, 
March 26 at The Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena. The concert, which benefits 
the Edward Hosharian Scholarship Fund, starts at 6pm and tickets can be purchased 
online at www.itsmyseat.com/hosharian, reports Asbarez.com.
“Sounds of the Diaspora” chronicles the plight of the Armenian people who were 
forced to flee their homeland during the genocide. Survivors had to scatter to foreign 
lands with little money or belongings, and the music performed by the Armenian Pops 
Orchestra reflects their adopted cultures of Russia, the Middle East, Greece, South 
America, Georgia, the United States and, of course, their beloved Armenia.
“Sounds of the Diaspora is a culmination of genres that I’m passionate about,” said 
Conductor Greg Hosharian. “Chamber music, jazz, Armenian classical – it’s music 
that I love. What better way to tell the story of the Armenian people than through 
music, a medium that transcends age, gender and culture.”
Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Edward Hosharian Scholarship Fund, 
named in honor of Greg Hosharian’s father, the late composer and conductor. 
Edward Hosharian was a devoted and tireless advocate for the Armenian community 
of Southern California and is still remembered by his friends and colleagues for his 
musical virtuosity, engaging wit and courageous spirit. The Scholarship Fund was 
established after his untimely death in 1990 to assist Armenian students in pursuit 
of their educational goals in music. Applicants, majoring in music performance or 
composition, must be of Armenian descent, be full-time students at an accredited 
college or university in the United States, whose status is as sophomore or above, and 
in need of financial assistance.
“My dad was an educator,” added Hosharian. “He taught music right here in Los 
Angeles at Roosevelt High and was director of the marching band. After immigrating 
to the United States at age nine from Kiev, Ukraine, he was able to fulfill his dream by 
writing a ballet version of the opera Anoush, which premiered in New York in 1975. I 
know he’d be so proud of the work we are doing on his behalf.”
Greg Hosharian, who will premiere his original work, Castle, will also welcome to 
the stage vocalist Ayline Amirayan, pianist Siranush Sandaldjian Modrek, and guest 
conductor Tigran Arakelyan, a 2015 Edward Hosharian Scholarship recipient, to 
perform works by Aram Khachaturian, Edward Hosharian, Ara Gevorgyan, Robert 
Amirkhanyan, Mikis Theodorakis, Boris Fomin and Amo Babajanyan.
“Sounds of the Diaspora” performed by the Armenian Pops Orchestra and conducted 
by Greg Hosharian will take place Sunday, March 26 at 6pm at The Ambassador 
Auditorium in Pasadena. Tickets are available online at itsmyseat.com/hosharian. 
For more information on the Armenian Pops Orchestra or the Edward Hosharian 
Scholarship Fund, please call 323.722.3965 or visitarmenianpopsorchestra.com.
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